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PSATS supports legislation that would require the state and federal gov-
ernments to provide funding sufficient to implement and administer any 
mandate it imposes on local government. Local government should not be 
threatened with the withholding of funds to force compliance with unfunded 
mandates.

U
nlike the federal government, local governments 
must operate on a balanced budget every year. When 
new costs are imposed, local governments often have 
no other option than to reduce services or increase 

property taxes.  
Local governments should be viewed as partners with the 

state and federal governments for the provision of services to 
our mutual constituents. The Association strongly supports 
legislation that would require the state and federal govern-
ments to provide funding sufficient to implement and admin-
ister any mandate it imposes on local government.   

The SR 323 Report on Unfunded Mandates (2010) closely 
examined the many unfunded state mandates faced by munic-
ipalities and made recommendations for change. PSATS 
strongly supports the report’s recommendations for com-
monsense relief from burdensome mandates, including the 

prevailing wage, binding arbitration, legal advertising, and the 
Right-to-Know Law. 

In addition, the Association strongly supports the SR 323 
Report’s recommendations for general mandate reform, includ-
ing an amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution to prohibit 
the enactment of new state laws that impose costs on municipal-
ities unless the General Assembly provides new sufficient fund-
ing for implementation. PSATS also supports requirements for 
state cost-sharing of new mandates for local governments unless 
overridden by a two-thirds vote of the General Assembly and 
creation of a task force to perform periodic reviews of mandates 
and recommend relief.  

Finally, local government should not be threatened with 
the withholding of funds to force compliance with unfunded 
mandates.  

Regulatory flexibility  
The state and federal governments must be aware of the 

limited fiscal and administrative capacities of local govern-
ments to carry out costly mandates. To that end, any new or 
amended regulations handed down must be accompanied by 
adequate funding to carry them out.  

In addition, PSATS strongly opposes actions or policies 
of the commonwealth and its departments and agencies that 
would mandate that municipalities pay for core state services, 
like stormwater facilities, State Police services, bike lanes on 
state roads, etc. 
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