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Volunteers are critical to providing emergency services to townships across 
the commonwealth. The commonwealth needs to do more to assist town-
ships with an ever-growing list of emergency services and needs.

T
he Association believes that state, federal, and local 
government are partners in the provision of public 
safety services for Pennsylvania’s residents, including 
emergency management, fire protection, police protec-

tion, and ambulance and rescue response.  
As the first responder, local government plays a critical role 

in ensuring the delivery of these vital services.  
While the commonwealth has taken important steps to 

improve public safety by implementing the recommendations of 
legislative task forces that studied emergency response, fire services, 
and police protection, additional action is needed on issues such as 
mandatory employee benefits and workers’ compensation costs.  

Emergency management  
Municipalities are responsible for emergency management 

planning and coordination in their communities and must be 
prepared to deal with natural disasters, such as flooding, as 
well as manmade emergencies, such as toxic spills and traffic 
accidents. An all-hazards platform is ideal.  

To better coordinate emergency response, PSATS recom-
mends that a standard ID card be adopted for Pennsylvania 
emergency responders and local appointed and elected officials 
to provide proof of their position. 

PSATS also believes that aid should be provided to local 
governments and local emergency responders for pipeline and 
other natural gas-related emergencies.  

Public Safety: 
Emergency Management 

PSATS 2023-24 Policy Statement:

 Flooding 
Flooding is a major threat throughout the commonwealth. 

Few issues are felt as strongly statewide by the PSATS mem-
bership as the need to be able to take preventative action to 
reduce or eliminate flooding events in a timely fashion without 
going through a complex, lengthy, and expensive permit pro-
cess. These attempts by township officials to mitigate flooding 
hazards in a timely manner will result in less damage to their 
communities and reduce the need for state and federal funding 
to repair and replace public and privately owned infrastructure. 

To accomplish this goal, PSATS urges the General 
Assembly to pass legislation requiring the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) to immediately issue all 
necessary permits for emergency relief that would allow 
municipalities to perform standard flood mitigation to remove 
stream impediments, such as fallen trees or gravel bars, that will 
prevent the exacerbation of flooding before, during, or after a 
flood event. In addition, it must commit permanent, recurring 
funding for stream restoration and stabilization programs. 
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    planning and coordination in  
 their communities and must be 
prepared to deal with natural    
   disasters, such as flooding, 
 as well as manmade 
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