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Townships must have a voice in reasonable legislation for water supply plan-
ning. Drinking water mandates imposed by the state or federal governments 
must be accompanied by funding.

T
he Association believes that government at all levels 
has a responsibility to ensure that future generations 
will be able to enjoy a clean, safe, and bountiful envi-
ronment.  

Accordingly, the Association has consistently supported 
local, state, and federal policies that will ensure the preserva-
tion of our environment for all Pennsylvanians without impos-
ing an undue burden and cost on residents and ratepayers. 
PSATS believes that all new mandates on sewage treatment 
and drinking water systems must be accompanied by sufficient 
funding so that municipalities and their ratepayers and taxpay-
ers are not overburdened.  

Environmental Protection: 
Drinking Water and 
Sewage Treatment

PSATS 2023-24 Policy Statement:

The state Department of Environmental Protection and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency should recognize 
local governments as partners and work with them protect the 
environment. To that end, both agencies should recognize the 
variety of environmental challenges faced by Pennsylvania’s 
municipalities and the need for diverse, multifaceted alterna-
tives to meet local environmental needs. 

Drinking water  
The Association supports flexible and affordable safe 

drinking water standards that will enable small systems to 
implement all necessary health protection measures without 
financially burdening the system. Funding must be provided 
to implement any drinking water mandate imposed on local 
government by the state or federal government. 

PSATS supports reasonable legislation for water supply 
planning that gives townships a voice in this important pro-
cess. Land use and water supply planning should go hand in 
hand to make sure that future generations have an adequate 
water supply. Planning should remain in the hands of local 
officials and not take place at the county level. 

The Association opposes any legislation that would require 
water usage fees from any private or public water sources. 

Sewage treatment 
In many areas of the state, DEP has determined that the 

soils are unsuitable for traditional on-lot sewage disposal 
systems. This halts growth and closes the door on economic 
development for more municipalities and limits property own-
ers’ ability to provide adequate sewage disposal.  

Given the commonwealth’s large rural population, cen-
tral collection systems are both economically and technically 
impractical for many municipalities because there is insuffi-
cient population density to provide such systems at a reason-
able cost to residents and ratepayers.  

Funding for the construction and maintenance of sewage 
systems must continue to be available to communities across 
the commonwealth. When multiple on-lot sewage disposal 
systems fail, DEP mandates that municipalities address these 
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environmental concerns, often through the construction of 
new or expanded sewage systems. Such systems are extremely 
expensive, and grant and low-interest loan funds are critical 
for compliance. We recognize that recent one-time grant 
funds, including American Rescue Plan funds, can be used 
to construct, maintain, and expand water and sewer systems. 
However, consistent state and federal funding is needed to 
meet mandates to install, provide, or upgrade sewage service 
that have been imposed by DEP.  

DEP has mandated upgrades to sewage treatment systems 
without regard to the cost of these significant capital improve-
ments. It is our position that DEP must provide partnership 
funding to municipalities that are mandated to upgrade sew-
age treatment facilities. These costs cannot be borne alone by 
local government or its taxpayers or ratepayers. The common-
wealth must provide adequate funding to carry out the man-
dates it imposes. 

The state must provide funding to reimburse townships 
for 50% of the costs incurred to prepare or update Act 537 
plans as mandated by DEP. Without funding, the General 
Assembly should eliminate DEP’s ability to mandate plan 
updates. This program is a partnership between the state and 
local government to protect the health of our citizens. The 
lack of funding for this program has created an unfunded 
mandate. 

PSATS urges DEP to follow Act 26 of 2017 and Act 34 of 
2020 and allow for the use of alternative wastewater disposal 
systems to satisfy sewage facilities planning for subdivisions 
and land developments in Pennsylvania. 

The General Assembly should amend the state’s Sewage 
Facilities Law to increase the $25 maximum fee for verifica-
tion of siting requirements for 10-acre septic system exemp-
tions and allow municipalities to set a fee to cover their costs 
to verify these exemptions.  

Also, DEP should not approve permits for public sewer exten-

sions into areas of a municipality not planned for public sewer by 
the municipality provided that its Act 537 plan has been updated 
within the last 10 years or it is in the process of updating its plan. 
DEP should not require municipalities to implement and enforce 
a sewage management program in any area of the municipality 
without documented need in its Act 537 plan. In addition, sew-
age management programs should be limited to only those lots 
on which an alternate on-lot sewage system has been installed. 

In addition, DEP should continue to fund the develop-
ment of new economically feasible sewage disposal systems to 
reduce the potential for groundwater contamination and allow 
rural areas to encourage new growth and economic develop-
ment. DEP should allow holding tanks for new construction 
on properties of less than one acre that were created before 
May 15, 1972, when there is no other affordable means of 
sewage disposal planned to be available within five years.  

DEP and its regional offices must follow uniform, consis-
tent criteria for the interpretation and administration of its 
regulations, including approval of township sewage facilities 
plans. If a township meets the criteria, the plan should be 
approved. DEP should not be allowed to require additional 
time-consuming criteria in the middle of the plan approval 
process or refuse to approve sewage planning modules while 
new regulations or policies are being developed. 

Sewage sludge  
PSATS urges DEP to strengthen its regulations and enforce-

ment of the land application of sewage sludge and biosolid 
materials. DEP should incorporate greater opportunity for input 
from municipalities before issuing a permit for sewage sludge or 
biosolid waste application.  

Also, DEP should notify a township when a sewage sludge 
permit is issued for land within their borders and when sew-
age sludge is scheduled to be applied to the land. 

Consistent state and federal funding is needed to meet growing mandates 
to install, provide, or upgrade sewage service imposed by the state.

   Funding for the construction 
and maintenance of sewage  
     systems must continue to  
  be available to communities 
across the commonwealth.


