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T
he commonwealth, its local governments, telecom-
munications providers, business, agriculture, and all 
citizens have a stake in reliable, high-speed internet 
access. This critical infrastructure superhighway is 

essential to providing Pennsylvanians with a strong foundation 
to deliver economic development, education, and health care. 
Safe and effective deployment in all communities will enhance 
quality of life and ensure that residents, new and long-stand-
ing, have great places to live, work, and raise families 

The digital divide was never clearer than during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We saw how lack of access prevented 
small business owners from operating and employees from 

Access to 
High-Speed Internet  

PSATS 2023-24 Policy Statement:

working remotely. Students were unable to complete home-
work assignments and missed out on educational opportu-
nities. Health care facilities were unable to share important 
life-saving data to accurately diagnose sick patients or provide 
remote visits with patients. 

According to the Federal Communications Commission, 
more than 800,000 Pennsylvanians lack any access to reliable, 
high-speed internet, with millions more not having the capac-
ity needed now or in the future to be competitive socially, 
economically, or academically. Recent studies, including a 
comprehensive effort by the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, 
indicate that the FCC’s numbers of unserved and underserved 
may be severely underestimated. 

PSATS supports the safe and orderly deployment of both 
wired and wireless broadband services throughout all areas of 
the commonwealth to provide reliable, high-speed internet 
access, which is a critical component for economic develop-
ment, student achievement, quality health care, and the effi-
ciency of local governments. All levels of government — local, 
state, and federal — must work together with the business 
community, higher education, and broadband providers to 
close the growing digital divide. PSATS believes that town-
ship government is a critical partner to these efforts as local 
officials are intimately aware of where access is available and 
where it is sorely lacking in their communities. 

Progress is being made. The FCC Rural Digital Opportunity 
Fund Phase 1 auction will provide high-speed broadband access 

Reliable, high-speed internet is critical to the commonwealth’s economic 
development, educational opportunities, and health care. PSATS supports 
local governments working with broadband providers and other stakehold-
ers to ensure the safe and orderly deployment of wired and wireless broad-
band services throughout the commonwealth.

 This critical infrastructure 
superhighway is essential   
  to providing Pennsylvanians  
 with a strong foundation to 
deliver economic development,  
     education, and health care. 
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 PSATS supports efforts by the Authority to create a 
statewide broadband development plan to access and   
 distribute new federal and state aid for unserved and   
    underserved communities. 
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to currently unserved rural Pennsylvanians. The FCC plans to 
hold additional auctions to fund buildout to the areas that need 
it most. Telecommunication providers are participating in a fed-
eral program to help low-income households afford broadband.  

Bipartisan legislation created a Pennsylvania Broadband 
Development Authority, whose charge is to close Pennsylvania’s 
ever-present digital divide and allow Pennsylvanians to get con-
nected at home, at work, or on the road. PSATS supports efforts 
by the Authority to create a statewide broadband development 
plan to access and distribute new federal and state aid for 
unserved and underserved communities.  

PSATS supports the coordination of state and federal 
funding, including use of a portion of the commonwealth’s 
American Rescue Plan Funding, to leverage broadband 

development for unserved and underserved communities. 
Additional federal and state funding to counties and munici-
palities will assist in the deployment of a coordinated platform 
to benefit all Pennsylvanians. 

As new facilities of all types are deployed, local land use 
and rights of way ordinances must be followed and local 
zoning authority preserved to minimize negative community 
impacts while ensuring that broadband is provided to all. For 
example, Act 50 of 2021 gave municipalities the maximum 
allowable control over small-cell facilities in Pennsylvania 
within the confines of the FCC order, while preserving local 
zoning authority outside of the right of way. 


