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“We want to do the very best possible for everyone  
    while respecting individual needs and issues.”

HALLOFFAME
S E C R E T A R Y

With more than 50 years as a secretary-treasurer, Dorothy Martin is still proudly 
serving her community and keeping everyone connected. 
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 For the last half-century, secretary-
treasurer Dorothy Martin of Brecknock 
Township in Berks County has been a 
lynchpin for the municipality and its 
operations. 
 “We want to do the very best pos-
sible for everyone while respecting indi-
vidual needs and issues,” Martin says. 
“There’s always work to be done in the 
township.”
 Now serving as the assistant secre-
tary-treasurer, the lifelong resident of 
Brecknock still works about 15 hours a 
week, happy to serve the residents of her 
community. She still acts as secretary of 
the planning commission as well.

Keeping the township organized 
 Martin began her tenure with Brec-
knock Township in 1972; her father 
was chairman at the time and served as 
a supervisor for 23 years until he passed. 
 “One of the other supervisors serving 

as secretary-treasurer at that time didn’t 
want to do it anymore,” she recalls. 
“They suggested me as a replacement, 
and I accepted.”
 With a background as an insurance 
secretary, Martin had a slight advantage 
in tackling some administrative tasks, 
but there was much to learn on the job.
 “When I began working for the 
township in January of 1972, there re-
ally weren’t office hours — there really 
wasn’t an office,” she says. “The major-
ity of the work was done at home. The 
workload kept increasing and, eventu-
ally, an addition was constructed onto 
our building and I started with some 
regular hours at the office.” 
 Martin handled processing payroll, 
completing paperwork, filing reports, 

paying the bills, going to the meetings, 
taking the minutes, and doing the trea-
surer’s report. She reduced her hours in 
2018 and now works with a new full-
time secretary-treasurer.
  “I’ve helped our residents with infor-
mation on how to subdivide a property, 
the proper permitting process, knowing 
the right people to speak to, starting out 
with a surveyor or engineer, and mak-
ing sure the project complies with the 
township zoning ordinances,” she says. 
“The increase in the workload is just be-
coming heavier all the time but having 
more than one person in an administra-
tive role has been immensely helpful for 
everyone on the township staff, and for 
our residents, too.”
 Martin is extremely accommodating 
and uses her limited hours to help make 
things flow better for the supervisors 
and staff. Chairman Jeff Fiant holds 
the long-time employee in the highest 
regard. 
 “Dorothy was the first contact I had 
with the township when I moved here 

Dorothy Martin is a lifelong resident of 
Brecknock Township. Over the past 50 
years, Martin has been the glue that 
keeps the township together, according 
to the Brecknock supervisors. 
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How PSATS has helped 
this Hall of Famer
 Like many township secretaries, Dorothy Martin finds the PSATS Annual 
Educational Conference to be a great way to improve her skills and knowl-
edge of township governance.
 “The PSATS Annual Conference is immensely helpful to anyone working 
in local government,” she says. “For secretaries and treasurers, there are a 
host of pertinent workshops on budgeting, payroll, permits, and zoning. The 
amount of information presented in the conference and other workshops is 
immeasurable when it comes to knowing how to perform your job properly.”

in 1988,” he says. “It has just been a 
pleasant experience to know and work 
with her for the last 30-plus years.” 
Fiant has been on the board for 23 years. 
 “We have a great staff, and Dorothy 
is the glue that holds everything to-
gether,” he says. “She has a filing cabinet 
in her head — she remembers every 
person, property, and grievance from 
the last 50 years. Dorothy is a real gem 
to everyone in Brecknock. To say she is 
irreplaceable is an understatement.”

Updating tech and  
road equipment 
 Even with a heavy workload, Martin 
finds joy in serving the public. 
 “This position requires someone who 
is 100% dedicated to the job — some-
one who is willing to listen to residents, 
address their problems, and treat ev-
eryone the same … and make sure that 
all work is completed as required,” she 
states. 
 Over the years, Martin and the 
Brecknock supervisors have worked 
on upgrading tech equipment for the 
township. 
 “We recently renewed our tech about 
two years ago,” Martin says. “With bet-
ter technology, we communicate more 
effectively with our township residents.” 
 Brecknock has its own Facebook 
page and a website that shares an-
nouncements and newsworthy items for 
the community. 
 “We’ve come a long way from our 
original computers in the ’90s,” the 
secretary-treasurer says. “Having better 
tech is a win-win for Brecknock.” 
 In addition to upgrading the town-
ship’s technology, Martin helped facili-
tate the purchase of new road main-
tenance equipment with neighboring 
Robeson Township.
 “Brecknock and Robeson networked 
together, and we have been fortunate to 
receive several shared grants to purchase 
an asphalt zipper and a paver,” Martin 
says.

A mentor and friend
 Outside of her work at the town-
ship, Martin is active in her church, 
where she also serves as treasurer. She 
likes to spend time with her husband 
and cat and read some good fiction.  

 Home to about 4,600 residents, 
Brecknock Township is still rural 
in nature, complete with working 
soybean, hay, and corn farms. Many 
of the township residents have lived 
in the area their whole life, just like 
Martin. 
 Full-time secretary-treasurer Kelly 
Young says Martin is a tremendous 
asset to the community. 

 “Dorothy has so much knowledge 
of the township itself, as well as the 
laws, processes, and changing zoning 
regulations,” she says. “The long-time 
residents love seeing her when they 
stop in or happen to catch her when 
they call. I have learned so much 
from her in the time I have been here. 
She is an incredible mentor and a joy 
to work with.” F


