
AMBULANCE SERVICE 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE OPERATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICES IN, ON 

AND OVER THE STREETS, ALLEYS, OR OTHER PUBLIC WAYS OR PLACES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ____________________________. 

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of 

_____________________, and it is hereby ordained and enacted by the authority of the same, as 

follows: 

Section 1.  Findings and Intent. 

1.01. On July 3, 1985, the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted 

the Emergency Medical Services Act (“E.M.S.A.”) to assure readily available and coordinated 

emergency medical services of the highest quality to residents and visitors to Pennsylvania. 

1.02. The E.M.S.A. at Section 12 mandated minimum standards for basic life support 

ambulance services, advanced life support ambulance services, and the staffing of such services. 

1.03. The E.M.S.A., also Section 12, specifically exempted from such minimum standards 

invalid coaches, as that term is defined in the E.M.S.A. 

1.04 The Board of Supervisors of the Township of _____________________ finds that only 

the operation of a unified and comprehensive ambulance service operating complete medical 

care and transportation services including, but not limited to, basic life support services, 

advanced life support services and invalid coach services, through one highly trained staff, from 

one central facility, using the highest quality equipment, can insure the continuous and stable 

provision of such services; which are necessary to insure the health, safety and welfare of 

residents and visitors to this Township. 

1.05 Therefore, through this Ordinance, it is the intent of the Board of Supervisors of the 

Township of _____________________ to establish minimum standards, which are intended to 

be and shall be in addition to and supplementary to those standards contained in the E.M.S.A., to 

license, regulate and control medical care and transportation services in order to insure, protect 

and guarantee the availability of continuous and stable medical care and transportation of the 

highest quality for all of the residents of and visitors to the Township. 

Section 2. Definitions. - The following words and phrases when used in this ordinance shall have 

the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, and, 

where appropriate and clear, shall be referred to throughout this Ordinance in abbreviated form; 

2.01. “Advanced Life Support (‘ALS’).” The advanced pre-hospital and inter-hospital 

emergency care of serious illness or injury by appropriately trained health professionals and by 

certified EMT-paramedics. 

2.02. “Ambulance.” Any vehicle which is specifically designed, constructed or modified and 

equipped, and is used or intended to be used, and is maintained or operated, for the purpose of 

providing emergency medical care to, and transportation of, patients. 

2.03. “Ambulance Attendant.’ An individual who is at least 18 years of age, holds a valid 

certification evidencing the successful completion of a course in advanced first aid sponsored by 

the American Red Cross and a valid certification evidencing the successful completion of a 

course in CPR sponsored by the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross, or an 

individual who can evidence the successful completion of an equivalent training program 

approved by the Department. 

2.04. “Ambulance Attendant-Driver.” An Ambulance Attendant, as that term is defined above, 

except that such individual must be at least 21 years of age, hold a valid driver’s license and be 

specifically authorized by the Ambulance Service to drive an ambulance. 



2.05. “Ambulance Service.” Any person or entity which regularly engages in the business or 

service of providing emergency medical care and/or transportation of patients within this 

Township. The term includes mobile advanced life support services that may or may not 

transport patients, and invalid coaches that will transport patients, but may or may not provide 

life support services. 

2.06. “Basic Life Support Services (‘BLS’).” The pre-hospital or inter-hospital emergency 

medical care and management of illness or injury performed by appropriately trained and 

certified EMTs. 

2.07. “Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (‘CPR’).” The external compression of the heart and 

ventilation of the lungs to achieve the circulation of oxygenated blood to vital organs of the 

body. 

2.08. “Department.” The Department of Health of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

2.09. “Emergency.” A combination of circumstances resulting in a need for immediate medical 

intervention. 

2.10 “Emergency Medical Services (‘EMS).” The services utilized in responding to the needs 

of an individual for immediate medical care in order to prevent loss of life or aggravation of 

physiological or psychological illness or injury. 

2.11. “Emergency Medical Technician (‘EMT’).” An individual who is trained to provide 

emergency medical services and is certified as such by the Pennsylvania Department of Health in 

accordance with the current national standard curriculum for basic emergency medical 

technicians as set forth in the rules regulations promulgated by Department under E.M.S.A. 

2.12. “Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic (‘EMT-Paramedic’) .“ An emergency 

medical technician specifically trained to provide advanced life support services who is certified 

as such by the Department in accordance with the current national standard curriculum for 

emergency medical technician-paramedics as set forth in the rules and regulations promulgated 

by the Department. 

2.13. “Health Professionals.” A licensed physician or professional registered nurse who has 

education and continuing education in advanced life support and pre-hospital care. 

2.14. “Invalid Coach.” A vehicle which is primarily maintained, operated and intended to be 

used for routine transport of persons who are convalescent or otherwise non-ambulatory and do 

not ordinarily require emergency medical treatment while in transit. Such vehicles shall not be 

considered ambulance or emergency medical service vehicles, but shall, in accordance with this 

ordinance, be considered a vehicle offering medical transportation services. 

2.15. “License Officer.” The License Officer of _____________________ Township 

2.16. “Mutual Aid Agreement.” An agreement between ambulance services to provide back-up 

service in the event of an emergency when the presiding ambulance service is unable to provide 

service. 

Section 3. Ambulance Service License Required. 

3.01. No person or entity, either as owner, agent or otherwise, shall furnish, operate, conduct, 

maintain, advertise or otherwise be engaged in or profess to be engaged in the business of 

operating an Ambulance Service upon the streets, alleys or other public ways or places of the 

Township unless he or it holds a current valid license to operate an Ambulance Service issued 

pursuant to this Ordinance. An ambulance operated by an agency of the United States is not 

required to be licensed hereunder. 

3.02. No such licenses shall be required for an Ambulance Service which, pursuant to a Mutual 

Aid Agreement, is rendering assistance to ambulances operated by a licensed Ambulance Service 



in the case of a major catastrophe or emergency for which the ambulances operated by the 

licensed Ambulance Service of the Township are insufficient or unable to cope. 

Section 4. Applications for License. 

4.01. Applications for licenses shall be made upon which forms as may be prepared or 

prescribed by the License Officer and shall contain: 

(a) The name and address of the applicant and of the owner of the Ambulance Service; 

(b) The trade or other fictitious name, if any, under which the applicant does business and 

proposes to do business; 

(c) The training and experience of the applicant in the transportation and care of patients and the 

particular level of certification attained by the applicant (e.g., EMT, EMT-Paramedic); 

(d)  A description of each ambulance and/or invalid coach, including the make, model, year of 

manufacture, motor and chassis number and current State license registration number, the length 

of time the vehicle has been in use, and the color scheme, insignia, name, monogram, or other 

distinguishing characteristics to be used to designate the applicant’s vehicles; 

(e)  The location and descriptions of the place from which the Ambulance Service intends to 

operate; 

(f)  An affirmative statement, made under oath, that the Ambulance Service seeking licensure 

shall comply with the E.M.S.A., the regulation promulgated thereunder, all of the Ambulance 

Service Standards, as stated in this Ordinance, and all other requirements of Township, state and 

federal law; 

(g) Such other information as the License Officer deems reasonably necessary to a fair 

determination of compliance with this Ordinance. 

Section 5. Ambulance Service Standards. 

5.01. No person or entity as an owner, agent or otherwise, shall in any way operate an 

ambulance or invalid coach except through a duly licensed Ambulance Service. 

5.02. Every Ambulance Service operating in this Township shall provide, at least, the 

following services: 

(a) Twenty-four hour a day, seven day a week, ALS Ambulances, BLS Ambulances and invalid 

coaches in adequate quantity to reasonably service the residents of and visitors to this Township. 

Such service shall be made available regardless of a resident’s or visitor’s ability to pay for such 

services or failure to pay in the past. Nothing herein shall preclude an Ambulance Service from 

using all lawful means, except refusal to provide full services upon request to collect its lawful 

debts. 

(b) All Ambulance Services shall be located so that ambulances dispatched therefrom are able to 

reach any area of the Township within ten minutes from leaving their facility. 

(c) Instructors certified by the American Heart Association and/or the American National Red 

Cross in CPR and first aid who, upon request, will supply the appropriate equipment and operate 

classes to train and certify Township residents and employees of Township businesses in CPR 

and first aid. 

(d) A system of radio communication using the 3 _____________________ County EMS Radio 

very high frequencies 155.205 MHz, 155.340 MHz and 155.400 MHz. This system shall be 

capable of 2 way communication in all areas of the Township between any ambulance 

responding to any patient and the location of the operator of the telephone from whom the 

service was requested, and between any ambulance or invalid coach and the Ambulance 

Service’s dispatcher and local hospital. 

(e) Full participation and agreement in any Mutual Aid Agreement which may be proposed for 



the Township and surrounding municipalities. 

(f) A full telephone listing in the White Pages and under Ambulance Services in the Yellow 

Pages of a toll free 24 hour a day, seven day a week, number for the dispatch of the Ambulance 

Service. 

5.03. An Ambulance shall be staffed as follows: 

(a) Two persons on each ambulance must be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) The driver of each ambulance must be at least 21 years of age. 

(c) Two persons on each ambulance must be certified as Emergency Medical Technicians. 

(d) Each other person who may be on an ambulance must, if not certified as an EMT, be an 

Ambulance Attendant and must be presently enrolled in a class for the certification of EMTs 

registered and approved by the Department. 

5.04. An invalid coach shall be staffed as follows: 

(a) Two persons on each ambulance must be at least 18 years of age. 

(b) The driver of each ambulance must be at least 21 years of age. 

(c) One person on each invalid coach must be certified as an Emergency Medical Technician. 

(d) Each other person who may be on an invalid coach must be an Ambulance Attendant. 

5.05. An Ambulance shall carry the equipment necessary to meet the following criteria: 

(a) All Ambulances must be manufactured to the design criteria established by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation in document KKK 1822 B Ambulance Design Criteria. 

(b) All Ambulances must be VASC certified. 

(c) All Ambulances must have available to them at their central location a transport incubator for 

new born infants. 

5.06. An invalid coach shall carry the equipment necessary to meet the following criteria: 

(a) All invalid coaches must be manufactured to the design criteria established by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation in document KKK 1822 B Ambulance Design Criteria. 

(b) All invalid coaches must carry oxygen and standard basic medical supplies (e.g., blood 

pressure cuff, stethoscope, air ways bag valve mask, etc.). 

Section 6.  Duties of License Officer; Investigation. 

6.01. The License Officer shall issue a license hereunder for a specified Ambulance Service, to 

be valid for a period of one year unless earlier suspended, revoked or terminated, when he finds 

that: 

(a) The public convenience and necessity require the proposed Ambulance Service; 

(b) The applicant is a responsible and proper person to conduct or work in the proper business; 

(c) Only qualified attendants and attendant-drivers are employed in such capacities; and 

(d) All the requirements of this Ordinance and all other applicable laws and ordinances have 

been complied with. 

Section 7.  Renewal Licenses. 

Renewal of any license issued pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance, upon expiration for 

any reason or after revocation, shall require conformity with all the requirements of this 

Ordinance as upon original licensing. 

Section 8. Revocation of Licenses. 

8.01. The License Officer may, and is hereby authorized to, suspend or revoke a license issued 

under the provisions of this Ordinance for failure of a licensee to comply and to maintain 

compliance with, or for his violation of, any applicable provisions, standards or requirements of 

this Ordinance, or of regulations promulgated hereunder, or of any other applicable laws, 

ordinances or regulations, but only after warning and such reasonable time for compliance as 



may be set by the License Officer. Within ten days after a suspension, the Licensee shall be 

afforded a hearing after reasonable notice. The License Officer shall, within five days after 

conclusion of such hearing, issue a written decision (which shall include written findings) as to 

the suspension of such license. Such written decision shall be promptly transmitted to the 

Licensee to whom it refers. 

8.02.  Upon suspension, revocation or termination of an ambulance license no person shall 

permit such Ambulance Service to continue operations. 

Section 9.  Penalty. 

9.01. Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 

three hundred dollars ($300.00) or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both, for each 

offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation 

occurs or continues. 

Section 10. Severability - The provision of this Ordinance are severable. If any sentence, clause, 

or section of this Ordinance is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, 

such unconstitutionality, illegality, or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining 

provisions, sentences, clauses, or sections of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the intent 

of the Board of Supervisors of _________________ Township that this Ordinance would have 

been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid sentence, clause, or section not been 

included herein. 

Section 11. Effective Date - This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after 

enactment. All present Ambulance Services shall have thirty (30) days from the effective date 

hereof to duly apply for a license. 

Section 12.   Repeals – All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as they may be inconsistent herewith. 

 

ENACTED AND ORDAINED into law this ___________ day of __________, 2_____. 

 

The PSATS Ordinance Database includes examples that townships can use when 

developing their own ordinances, job descriptions, and personnel regulations. Please keep 

in mind that these examples are merely an informational resource for you to use in 

developing your own ordinance, job description, or personnel regulation. PSATS does not 

guarantee the legal effectiveness of any of these examples, nor their appropriateness to any 

particular situation. These are for your judgment in consultation with your legal 

representative. PSATS encourages township officials to review and discuss all proposed 

ordinances, job descriptions, or personnel regulations with their township solicitor. 


