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HALLOFFAME
S E C R E T A R Y

For	more	than	five	decades,	Donald Umberger has worked to help the residents of 
South Annville Township in Lebanon County as both the secretary-treasurer for 52 years 
and a supervisor for 46. To many, he is the township.

Born and raised in South Annville 
Township in Lebanon County, Donald 
Umberger Sr. has been the backbone 
of the community for the last half cen-
tury. 

‘Mr. South Annville’
Donald Umberger Sr.
South Annville Township,  
Lebanon County
52 years of service

BY CHRIS BRADY / ASSISTANT EDITOR

 Nestled in the southwestern cor-
ner of Lebanon County, just east of 
Hershey, is South Annville Township. 
An area comprised predominantly of 
farmland, there’s one name that re-
mains synonymous with the township: 
Donald Umberger Sr., or “Mr. South 
Annville” as so many know him.
 Through decades of committed 
service to the people of South Annville 
Township, Umberger earned the title. 
His approach to township governance 
is one that has endeared him to fellow 
supervisors and, perhaps most impor-
tant, the residents.
 Umberger laughs when he thinks 
back on his attendance record at town-
ship meetings, which spans over 50 
years. Trying to remember how many 
meetings he missed is a hot debate be-
tween him and his wife.
 “I don’t think I’ve missed a town-
ship meeting,” he says. “I even tried 
to schedule my surgeries so that I 
wouldn’t miss a meeting. My wife dis-
agrees. She thinks I missed one meet-
ing.”
 It’s a testament to his commitment 
to South Annville Township that Um-

berger, who has undergone 22 major 
surgeries over decades, has always man-
aged to find a way to accommodate 
the township’s schedule. “Mr. South 
Annville” always finds a way when it 
comes to township service.
 Dale Hoover, chairman of the board 
of supervisors, recalls advice he received 
from Umberger about handling sensi-
tive matters with residents.
 “I do remember something Don 
often said when we needed to send a 
violation notice or letter to correct a 
situation,” Hoover says. “He often said, 
‘Before we send anything, let me go 
talk to them.’ By listening and a face-
to-face conversation, Don was able to 
defuse many difficult situations.
 “Though I cannot recall any specific 
quote, he often used humor and a sense 
of good will toward others,” he adds. 

“Don is an excellent writer and often 
liked writing down his thoughts be-
forehand to explain a situation.”
 Umberger, 88, admits that while 
he’s slowed his pace, he still spends 
time each day in the township office. 
Talk to other township officials and 
they’ll tell you he’s still an invaluable 
member of the township team, armed 
with knowledge that can only be at-
tained through decades of service.
 “He has forgotten more about 
how to manage a township than most 
people would ever know,” township 
manager Jeanette Henning says. “He 
has taught me things you can’t find in 
a book.”

Still serving the township
 Umberger stepped down as supervi-
sor in 2016 after 46 years on the board 
but has continued to serve as township 
secretary-treasurer. Born and raised in 
South Annville Township, in recent 
months he and his wife, Florence, 
moved to a retirement home just out-
side the township.
 “I’m a caregiver for my wife, but I 
still try to get [to the township office] 
every morning,” Umberger says. “I’m 
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How PSATS has helped 
this Hall of Famer
 Donald Umberger credits PSATS for the wealth of information it provides 
to	township	officials.	Over	his	50-plus	years	of	service,	PSATS	has	been	
there	to	help	Umberger	and	other	township	officials	with	everything	from	
training to administration.
 “PSATS has been a big part of helping us administer the municipality,” 
Umberger says. “I attended a conference early on. We’ve tried to be repre-
sentative. Our township manager attends a class every day one is offered 
when she attends conference. She really takes advantage of those offer-
ings. I really appreciate the daily messages. [PSATS] has been a big help.”

forced to leave by 11 to take care of 
her. I spend a lot of time from 10 in the 
evening to six in the morning thinking 
about the township. It’s number one on 
my thinking list. Even when it was my 
turn to take over the family business, I 
never neglected the township.”
 Umberger grew up farming. It was 
part of his family’s roots in Lebanon 
County, which date back to the early 
1700s. Umberger’s father started a 
Purina feed mill in the community in 
1932, selling cattle, horse, and chicken 
feed to area farmers. The business 
evolved over time to include farm ma-
chinery, equipment, and more. Today, 
Umberger’s of Fontana True Value is 
the second oldest Purina dealer east of 
the Mississippi. 
 Lebanon County is known for 
its agricultural roots, and South An-
nville Township has been a leader in 
the county when it comes to farmland 
preservation. It’s something Umberger 
remains passionate about to this day.
 “I came on board and became 
secretary-treasurer right away,” he says. 
“I thought the community was pretty 
nice, and I wanted to keep it that way. 
Farmland preservation became im-
portant, and I served on the [Lebanon 
County Agricultural Land] Preserva-
tion Board for 18 years.”
 Umberger and the board oversaw 
17,039 acres of preserved farmland in 
the county. South Annville Township 
has the most preserved farmland in the 
county at 3,216.4 acres.
 “This is just kind of a special place 
for us,” he says. “We’ve been pretty 
good citizens.”
 Township service started for Um-
berger in 1969 when he was asked by 
J. Harold Heagy to fill a vacant seat 
on the board of supervisors. His roots 
in farming and love of the community 
drew him to the job. Only his difficul-
ty hearing at public meetings prompted 
him to step down as supervisor.
 “I was the board, the secretary, the 
treasurer, the manager,” Umberger 
says. “We did all our roadwork by out-
side contract ... when it was necessary. 
We weren’t intent on administration. 
We were doing as little as we possibly 
could, all to remain small. There was 
no township tax many years of my 
service. We had been pretty much liv-

ing bareboned up to the last couple of 
years.”
 Umberger took care of township 
business out of his home until a town-
ship building was secured six years ago. 
Prior to that, township meetings were 
conducted at the community hall.
 Development in the township has 
increased over the last eight to 10 years, 
Umberger notes, sparked in part by the 
completion of a wastewater system that 
is maintained by the South Annville 
Authority.
 Umberger has witnessed plenty of 
change during his 53 years of service to 
the township. 
 “Moving to a computer has been 
a big change,” he says. “I should have 
had more training on a computer, but 
we now have an administrative assis-
tant, and she is good [with technology]. 
Making more use of a solicitor, more 
use of an engineer — a lot more — is 
also a big change.”

A hands-on guy
 Umberger says he’s always been 
more of a hands-on guy anyway. It’s 
the best way to stay connected to resi-
dents and their needs, he says.
 “I’m more a person to drive around 
a community, keep check on the roads, 
and keep check on the residents,” he 
says. “That’s my forte.”
 Umberger is also proud of keeping 
taxes at a minimum over the years. Re-
cent development in the township has 
changed the landscape a bit, however 
Umberger says the taxpayers always 
come first in his mind.
 He deflects credit when asked about 

achievements in the township, opting 
to credit residents and their approach 
to life in the township.
 “I’d say for the most part they are 
hard working,” Umberger says of the 
citizens. “We have people who want 
to do their share. They are down to 
earth. We don’t have a lot of issues with 
people not maintaining their property 
or keeping an adopted standard. We 
have a nice community of people.”
 The people of the township certain-
ly know, and respect Umberger.
 “Any time I go to a meeting, every-
one asks me, ‘How is Mr. South An-
nville?’ ” Henning says. “I don’t know 
that there’s anybody in South Annville 
who doesn’t know Don, except for the 
newer people who have moved in. Ev-
eryone loves Don. He treats everyone 
fairly.”
 Umberger does not have to travel far 
to rub elbows with friends.
 “I go places and keep bumping into 
people,” he laughs. “They say, ‘Don, 
how are you?’ Sometimes I know the 
face but can’t remember the name. I 
have so many friends.”
 That comes with a legacy of com-
munity service. F


