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S U P E R V I S O R

Thirty-year supervisor Gene Lammey of Sadsbury Township, Lancaster County, always 
thinks about how solving today’s problems will affect future generations to come. 

Gene Lammey has served as a supervi-
sor for Sadsbury Township in Lancaster 
County for 30 years. Lammey says that 
looking at the big picture and hearing 
both sides to every story are the best 
ways to approach this job while keep-
ing the township’s prorities at the top 
of the list. 
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 Supervisor Gene Lammey of Sads-
bury Township in Lancaster County is 
a big picture guy. 
 “You always have to think about the 
end results,” the 69-year-old supervisor 
says. “Even though it’s small govern-
ment, there’s always a bigger picture. 
You need to hear the different perspec-
tives, do the research, and collect the 
facts to make informed decisions.”
 Thirty years of experience as a su-
pervisor has given Lammey a multitude 
of problem-solving capabilities, along 
with a great sense of responsibility. 
 “The decisions I make will affect the 
township for years to come,” he says. 
“I need to understand all sides of any 
argument. There’s more than one way 
to solve a problem, so hearing different 
perspectives gives me a broader sense of 
the outcome.” 
 Lammey came into his position as 
supervisor thanks to a post-supper con-
versation one evening in 1990. 
 “A long-serving supervisor asked if 
I would consider filling out a two-year 
term for another who was moving 
west,” he recounts. “Thirty years later, 
here we are.”

The township is the top priority
 The seasoned supervisor is passion-
ate about making sure the township’s 
agenda is the top priority. 
 “It’s critical to remember that we 
do not serve ourselves, but those who 
elected us,” the supervisor says. “I’m 
very happy to work well with the board 
and other officials of Sadsbury because 
we all put the interests of the township 
first.” 
 Over the past three decades, Lam-
mey has always prioritized the needs of 
the township and increasing the safety 
and livelihood of its residents.
 “One major issue we had was with 

State Route 41, the major road going 
through the township,” he says. “After 
many accidents, some of which in-
cluded fatalities, something had to be 
done. I worked with the landowner, the 
county, PennDOT, state representa-
tives, and a U.S. Congressman to fa-
cilitate the building of a short road and 
implement our first red light. 
 “Accidents declined significantly,” 
he adds. “This was a big deal for our 
township, and that life-saving stoplight 
is still the first-and-only in Sadsbury.”  

Seeing every side to the story 
 A small rural community, Sadsbury 
is home to about 3,500 residents, with 
a huge farming community and Amish 
population.
 “My wife, Lou Ann, and I moved 
here in 1984 from Salisbury to Sads-
bury, one whole township away,” Lam-
mey says. 
 The long-time supervisor is used to 

“It’s critical to remember that we do not 
serve ourselves, but those who elected us.”
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getting his hands dirty and doing hon-
est labor. 
 “After growing up on a dairy farm, 
I went to college for geology,” he re-
counts, “and then worked as a quality 
control manager for a quarry. I spent 
time also working for a perennial plant 
grower, and in veterinary research.”
 Lammey credits his success as a 
supervisor to listening to people and 
being able to work with them.
 “We all live here. No one resident 
is better than any other,” he says. “It 
doesn’t matter if we agree or not; we 
still respect each other’s views. In al-
most all cases, I consult my wife. Many 
times, she has a perspective on an issue 
that hadn’t occurred to me and helps 
me make a better decision.”
 Still, Lammy says there have been 
some uneasy moments at meetings.
“We try to insert a bit of humor and 
laughter to lighten the tension in the 

room,” Lammey says. “It works well, 
and provides fodder for some inside 
jokes.” 
 In addition to his title as township 
supervisor, Lammey has also volun-
teered his time in multiple other roles 
for local government. 
 “I spent time serving as roadmaster, 
as a member of the Southern Lancaster 
county Intermunicipal Council, and as 

How PSATS has helped 
this Hall of Famer
 Sadsbury Township Supervisor Gene Lammey has turned to PSATS over 
the years for answers and opportunities for networking. “Whenever I’ve 
contacted PSATS, they’ve had an available answer for me, and having that 
counsel close is a huge time-saver,” he says. “The Annual Educational Con-
ference and Exhibit Show is also a great opportunity to hear about issues 
that were being tackled in other parts of the state and the creative ways 
these problems were solved.”

“We all live here. No one resident is better than any other. It does 
not matter if we agree or not; we still respect each other’s views.”

a representative from Sadsbury for the 
county block grant,” he says. “Also, I’m 
a member of the board of trustees at 
the local library and a representative for 
Sadsbury for the intermunicipal com-
prehensive plan.
 “I like being involved with my 
township and its residents so I can al-
ways see the bigger picture,” Lammey 
says. “It’s an honor to serve.” F


