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Youth Awards Presented for 
First Time at Annual Conference
Awards Recognize Excellence in Youth Service to Townships

PSATS YOUTH AWARDS

Recognizing next-generation leaders, four Boy Scout troops 
from across the commonwealth were honored with commu-
nity service awards on the “big stage” in Hershey.

BY CHRIS BRADY / ASSISTANT EDITOR

F
our Boy Scout troops 
received recognition for 
completing community 
service projects when the 
PSATS Youth Awards 
were presented at PSATS’ 

Annual Educational Conference and 
Exhibit Show in Hershey in April. Th is 
marked the fi rst time that these awards 
were presented at the annual event.
 Recipients include Boy Scout Troop 64 
from Perry County, Troop 264 from 
Crawford County, Troop 284 from 
York County, and Troop 302 from 
Dauphin County. Each winning group 
received a plaque and a $500 cash 
prize. PSATS Executive Board member 
Scott Russell, a supervisor from East 
Hempfi eld Township in Lancaster 
County, presented the awards.

Troop 64, Perry County
 Boy Scout Troop 64 and a few adult 
volunteers operate a joint recycling site 
in Penn Township the second Saturday 

of each month, keeping a large number 
of recyclables from the township and 
nearby Duncannon Borough from end-
ing up in a landfi ll. Scouts help unload 
materials from residents’ cars and sort 
them into appropriate bins. Newspaper 
collected by the scouts is given to a lo-
cal farmer, who uses it for animal bed-
ding. Proceeds from the recycling of 
certain products benefi t scout camping 
trips and supplies.
 While Scout Troop 64 has been op-
erating the recycling center since 2006, 
its eff orts to protect the environment 
date back to the 1940s.

Troop 254, Crawford County
 Eagle Scout candidate Kasey Blair 
led fellow scouts in the reclaiming of 
Mount Blair Cemetery in Woodcock 
Township. While placing fl ags on vet-
erans’ graves, the troop noticed that the 
cemetery had fallen into disrepair. It 
was overgrown, littered with brush and 
fallen tree limbs, plagued by sunken 

PSATS Executive Board member Scott 
Russell presents the Youth Awards at 
the Annual Educational Conference in 
Hershey.
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gravesites, and some headstones were 
not even visible.
 The scouts learned from the town-
ship supervisors that previous volunteer 
attempts to maintain the cemetery had 
failed due to lack of help and location: 
The cemetery is located on a terraced 
hillside with a steep incline. The super-
visors helped Blair and his fellow scouts 
devise a plan to clean up the cemetery.
 Blair secured monetary and mate-
rial donations from local Moose lodges 
and area businesses to provide a stump 
grinder, mini track dumper, and even 
a portable toilet for the scouts who 
would camp at the site during the 
cleanup.
 While adult volunteers felled trees 
and removed stumps, the scouts 
mowed, weeded, and filled sunken 
gravesites with topsoil provided by the 
township to make the cemetery more 
accessible to residents.

Troop 284, York County
 Led by Eagle Scout candidate 
Brenden Stambaugh, the troop com-
pleted two of three phases of creating 
a “Recreation Station” at Roof Park in 
Fairview Township. Phase one involved 
refinishing a metal pavilion by scraping 
off old paint, applying a primer, and 
finishing with two coats of fresh paint.
 The second phase consisted of 
constructing an octagonal Gaga Ball 
pit to provide an additional recreation 
opportunity for residents. Gaga Ball is 
described as a kinder, gentler version of 
dodge ball. After building the walls for 
the pit, the scouts put down landscape 
fabric and added mulch for a cushioned 
playing surface.
 Phase three, scheduled to be com-
pleted this year, will consist of excavat-
ing, installing a concrete pad, and add-
ing barbecue grills next to the pavilion.
 Donations of materials, supplies, 
and equipment from area businesses, 
plus mulch from the township yard 
waste facility, allowed the scouts to 
complete the project at a minimal cost.

Troop 302, Dauphin County
 Parks across Lower Paxton Town-
ship are now more accessible to special-
needs individuals thanks to the work 
of Eagle Scout candidate Declan Fled-
derjohn and his fellow scouts. Working 
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with the township, speech-language 
pathologists from the Capital Area In-
termediate Unit, and a sign company, 
the troop raised funds, purchased, and 
installed 13 augmentative and alter-
native communication (AAC) play-
ground signs at fi ve of the biggest parks 
in the township.
 Fledderjohn led several meetings 
with the stakeholders to decide the 
vocabulary for the boards, choose icons 
for the vocabulary, and arrange the 
icons on the signs. Th e township pub-
lic works crew installed the signposts. 
Th e troop also created a video tutorial 
about the boards to increase commu-
nity use of the free resource.
 In addition to the AAC signs, the 
scouts also raised funds to repaint 
equipment at Possibility Place, an in-
clusive playground in the township, 
deep-cleaned equipment at another 
park, and picked up trash at all fi ve 
parks. 

* * *
 PSATS established the Youth 
Awards in 1978 to recognize outstand-
ing community service contributions 
made by youth groups in Pennsylva-
nia’s townships of the second class. 
Th e program recognizes four winning 
projects each year.
 Organizations must submit nomi-
nations to their county association of 
township offi  cials each spring for con-
sideration by PSATS. Documentation 
of work and explanation of how the 
project benefi ted one or more town-
ships of the second class is required for 
consideration. 
 PSATS will mail fl yers about the 
2023 contest next winter to member 
townships, county associations, Boy 
and Girl Scout councils, Future Farm-
ers of America, and 4-H Clubs through 
the Penn State Extension Offi  ce. For 
more information about the awards, 
contact PSATS at (717) 763-0930. 
Townships may also go to www.psats.
org, choose the Programs & Services 
tab, and click on PSATS Award Pro-
grams in the drop-down menu. 

Troop 284, York County, 
completed a multi-phase 
project at Roof Park in 
Fairview Township. The 
project included a Gaga 
Ball pit and other recre-
ational additions. Scout 
Brenden Stambaugh, 
center, along with Scout-
master and father, Eric, 
right, accepts the Youth 
Award from PSATS Execu-
tive Board member Scott 
Russell.

Troop 302, Dauphin County, installed 
13 augmentative and alternative com-

parks in Lower Paxton Township. Scout 
Declan Fledderjohn, center, joined 
by his father, Bret, right, accepts the 
Youth Award from PSATS Executive 
Board member Scott Russell.
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