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W ith the May 17 
primary less 
than a month 
away, the 10 
candidates 
who want to be 

Pennsylvania’s next governor had the 
chance Wednesday to make the case 
for their candidacy to more than 3,000 
local government officials.

But only six showed up.
 At the Pennsylvania State Associa-
tion of Township Supervisors’ Ask the 
Candidate gubernatorial forum at 
Hershey Lodge, attendees heard from 
Republican candidates Lou Barletta, 
Jake Corman, Charlie Gerow, Melissa 
Hart, Bill McSwain, and Nche Zama.

Candidates sat on the stage among 
chairs holding name cards for their 
missing GOP opponents  — Joe Gale, 
Doug Mastriano, and Dave White. 

A chair with unopposed Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate Josh Shapiro’s 
name sat empty as well.
 The candidates came prepared to try 
to connect with the audience of su-
pervisors and, responding to questions 
submitted in advance, pledged to work 
in partnership with local governments.
 Among the key questions: whether 
municipalities that rely on state police 
for protection should pay for it.
 Barletta, as Hazleon’s former mayor, 
said he understands the expense a com-
munity bears in having its own police de-
partment. He said that’s why he promoted 
regionalization when he was mayor.
 “I was willing to give up our police 
department for the betterment of a safe 
community,” said Barletta, also a for-
mer congressman. “It’s really a tough 
issue I know all of you are dealing 
with. Many townships don’t have the 

Note from PSATS: Six of the 
10 candidates running for 
Pennsylvania governor chose to 
attend and answer questions 
from township officials at the 
PSATS Annual Conference in 
April. PSATS is sharing the fol-
lowing article by Jan Murphy of 
the (Harrisburg) Patriot-News, 
(and reprinted with permission) 
which provides a good overview 
of the forum and the candidates’ 
remarks on partnering with local 
government on various issues. 
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money to have their own police depart-
ments so we have to look at ways to 
share police.”
 Hart, a former state senator and 
congresswoman, said her goal as gover-
nor would be to help those communi-
ties that rely on state police to afford a 
local police force.
 “I understand that for some [relying 
on state police is] the only choice you 
have,” Hart said. “So it’s imperative state 
government work with you to find ways 
for you to actually have your own.”
 Corman, the state Senate president 
pro tempore, brought up Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s proposal to charge municipali-
ties that rely on the state police for cov-
erage, calling it ridiculous. He said he 
never supported it as a senator nor or 
would he as governor. He said if there’s 

a need to share the cost of the state po-
lice, it should be based on who uses the 
state police.
 “Who uses the state police the 
most? Philadelphia,” Corman said.
 He, like the other candidates, said 
he favored removing the funding for 
state police that comes out of the Mo-
tor License Fund and putting it back 
in the state’s general fund. That would 
free up $650 million to fund more lo-
cal road and bridge projects.
 Additionally, he said he favored 
transitioning the funding model for 
the Motor License Fund to one that 
includes taxes on alternative fueled 
vehicles “by taxing those vehicles who 
are not paying their fair share because 
we’re not getting money at the gas 
pump. We need to get away from the 
gas pump and switch to another model 
so we can capture all vehicles.”
 McSwain, a former U.S. attorney, 
called for cutting the state’s 58-cent gas 
tax in half and said the state’s infrastruc-
ture should be funded by the general 
fund because it’s a core function of gov-
ernment, “not a gimmick of a gas tax.”

 Gerow, a businessman and GOP 
political strategist, attacked McSwain’s 
plan to cut the state’s gas tax in half, 
rhetorically asking how he would make 
up for the lost revenue. Gerow said 
he favored switching to a mileage fee. 
Hart, too, voiced support for that con-
cept, calling it the most fair or sensible.
 “What we need is to discard pro-
vincial thinking,” Zama, a retired 
cardiothoracic surgeon, said. “Electric 
vehicles is not the future. The future is 
hydrogen. We should be talking about 
what are we going to do in your com-
munities when we have hundreds of 
millions of batteries to discard.”
 On the issue of renewable energy, 
the candidates were asked how they 
would ensure townships aren’t bur-
dened with the removal of hazardous 
materials when they are abandoned or 
become outdated.
 Zama said as a chemist, he under-
stands their hazardous side effects to 
the environment. To make solar cells, 
he said mountainside have to torn up 
to get precious metal and they don’t 
have an infinite life span.
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 “There’s no answers in this room 
today about how to address it,” he said. 
“But as governor, I’ll put together a 
high performance team of scientists 
and community members who start 
talking about it because this is going to 
be a very serious issue moving forward. 
… Let’s start working on finding the 
most sustainable sources of energy.”
 Hart said clean-up of abandoned sites 
is not a cost that municipal governments 
should have to bear. Barletta said the 
government should not be subsidizing 
alternative energy sources and the clean-
up cost should go back to the supplier as 
part of the cost of doing business.
 McSwain said if those renewable en-
ergy sources don’t exist, there’s nothing 
to clean up. He said “the government 
should not be subsidizing by pushing 
those kinds of sites. … The future of 
Pennsylvania is not wind and solar. The 
future of Pennsylvania is turning on 
the spigot of natural gas. We have tre-
mendous natural resources here right 
under our feet and we’re not taking 
advantage of it. We have to do that.”
 Gerow said he favors all forms of 
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energy but “to say that we will promote 
natural gas is at the apex of a successful 
energy policy.”
 Corman said he, too, favored ex-
ploring all energy options and has no 
problem with incentivizing private en-
terprise to come in and create jobs.
 However, he objects to initiatives 
like the Wolf Administration’ s deci-
sion to issue an order for nearly half of 
state government’s electricity needs to 
come from solar energy.
 Not only is it another example of ex-
ecutive overreach that he finds objection-
able, Corman said, “you’re chewing up 
a lot of really good farmland to produce 
these solar farms, farmland that we al-
ways need and then you’re driving up the 
price of other farmland because you’re 
taking this out of the marketplace.”
 Corman’s understanding of solar 
farms’ negative impact on agriculture 
made an impression on Gene Grimm, 
a township supervisor from Fayette 
County. After the session ended, he 
said Corman was the only one who 
mentioned that issue, which looms 
large to the former farmer. For that 

reason alone, Grimm said Corman 
won his vote.
 The session was informative but less 
helpful to John Dockery, a supervi-
sor from Warrington Township, York 
County.
 “It’s much harder for me now to 
decide because I’m really going to have 
to follow this a lot closer,” he said. “I 
thought they were all very, very good. I 
would vote for any one of them.”
 For Christine McKenzie, a town-
ship supervisor from Somerset County, 
it was the candidates who didn’t show 
up who made the biggest impression.
 “I feel the ones that showed up care 
more about us than the other ones 
didn’t,” she said. “When I get three or 
four of them that don’t show up, where 
do we rank on their list?” F

Melissa Hart Bill McSwain Dr. Nche Zama

To view "Ask the Candidates" 
Forum go to psats.org and click 
on "Ask the Candidates Forum" 
under "Announcements."

Missed the Forum
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