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Memorial Day 
The last Monday of May serves as a time to honor those who died while fighting in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. The National Moment of Remembrance Act, which was 
adopted in December 2000, encourages every citizen to pause each Memorial Day 
at 3 p.m. to remember the brave men and women who died in service to our 
nation.   

     

  
Today in History.... 
On May 30, 1868, By proclamation of General John A. Logan of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the first major Memorial Day observance was held to honor those who 
died “in defense of their country during the late rebellion.” Known to some as 
“Decoration Day,” mourners honored the Civil War dead by decorating their graves 
with flowers. On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech 
at Arlington National Cemetery, after which 5,000 participants helped to decorate 
the graves of the more than 20,000 Civil War soldiers buried in the cemetery. 
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