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Local Scouts Honored with Statewide Community Service Award 
for Augmentative and Alternative Communication Board Park Project 

Parks across Lower Paxton Township are now more accessible and pleasant to visit thanks 

to the efforts of Eagle Scout Declan Fledderjohn of Harrisburg and his fellow scouts in Troop 302. 

The group’s project of installing 13 augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) 

playground signs and cleaning up township parks have earned it recognition in the 2022 Youth 

Awards Contest of the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS).  

The group received a $500 cash prize and a framed certificate in front of township officials 

from across Pennsylvania during PSATS’ 2022 Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit 

Show in Hershey. Today is the final day of the conference, which has attracted attendees from 

every county in Pennsylvania. 

Fledderjohn worked closely with Lower Paxton Township Parks and Recreation manager 

Rachelle Scott, the township public works department, Capital Area Intermediate Unit (CAIU) 

speech-language pathologists, and GW Signs to design and install the boards. 

The Eagle Scout demonstrated leadership throughout the project, leading equipment 

cleaning at Brightbill Park, the repainting of Possibility Place playground equipment, and during 

trash pickup at all the parks. He also led an AAC awareness campaign and parent video tutorial to 

increase community interest.  
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“This brought AAC boards to playgrounds to make them more inclusive in Lower Paxton 

Township. It breathed new life to Possibility Place and Brightbill playground with the repainting 

and cleaning. The AAC boards benefited potentially all parents and children who use the parks by 

using them to communicate with children who are minimally verbal, nonverbal, or just learning to 

talk,” Fledderjohn wrote in the contest entry.   

PSATS established the Youth Awards Contest in 1993 to recognize outstanding community 

service contributions made by youth groups in Pennsylvania’s townships of the second class. The 

program recognizes four winning projects each year. 

Join the PSATS Annual Conference conversation at #PSATSConf22 and follow PSATS on 
Facebook (facebook.com/psats) and Twitter (twitter.com/psats). 

* * *

The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors represents Pennsylvania’s 

1,454 townships of the second class and is committed to preserving and strengthening township 

government and securing greater visibility and involvement for townships in the state and federal 

political arenas. Townships of the second class cover 95 percent of Pennsylvania’s land mass and 

represent 5.7 million residents — more than any other type of political subdivision in the 

commonwealth. 
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