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Cranberry Township Wins Top Award in Statewide 

Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest 

 Cranberry Township in Butler County was named the bridge winner of the 40th Annual Road 

and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest this morning during the Pennsylvania State Association of 

Township Supervisors’ Excellence Awards ceremony. 

 The event, which recognizes the significant achievements of townships and their officials from 

across the state, was held as part of PSATS’ 2022 Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit 

Show in Hershey. Today is the opening day of the conference, which has attracted attendees from 

every county in Pennsylvania. 
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 PSATS sponsors the statewide Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest each year in 

partnership with the Pennsylvania Highway Information Association and the state Department of 

Transportation to recognize townships for their extensive contributions of time and effort in making 

roads and bridges safer. 

 “PSATS recognizes and celebrates townships that demonstrate a commitment to road and bridge 

safety. Townships like Cranberry demonstrate the value these improvements bring to communities, 

especially when crews use their resources wisely” David Sanko, PSATS executive director, says.  

 Cranberry Township was honored for the improvements it made to Freshcorn Road. The 

project, which was completed ahead of schedule and nearly $250,00 under the original budget, 

addressed safety issues by widening the roadway and improving the line of sight. 

The township saved money by using public works crews to perform the embankment grading, 

widening, drainage improvements, road realignment, and signage installation, while it used 

contracted services for design and paving. Grounds and traffic crews also assisted when additional 

manpower was needed. 

Crews employed a full-depth reclamation process, which allowed for 1,200 tons of millings to 

serve as the base material for the new roadway in lieu of limestone. Recycling the existing asphalt 

pavement resulted in significant resource, labor, and cost savings. This process also minimized the 

impact on motorists, as the township only needed to close the road for three days. When it was time 

to complete the final paving work, the township amended an existing paving contract to complete 

the work — originally planned for the summer of 2022 — in the fall of 2021.  

The township worked with representatives from PennDOT District 10, the Southwestern 

Pennsylvania Commission, the Pennsylvania Turnpike, area residents, and neighboring 

communities to complete the project. The roadway improvements have decreased the incidence of 
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crashes by improving visibility and enhanced safety by adding more than 900 feet of guiderail and a 

widened shoulder. 

“This is the most recent example of Cranberry Township’s proactive approach to infrastructure 

maintenance and improvement. Our staff works tirelessly to find new ways to complete these 

projects with minimal impact on our community. Advanced planning with careful implementation is 

the foundation to the township’s success, and we are committed to following that blueprint to 

continue to adding value for our residents,” says Dick Hadley, chairman of the Cranberry Township 

Board of Supervisors.  

Join the PSATS Annual Conference conversation at #PSATSConf22 and follow PSATS on 
Facebook (facebook.com/psats) and Twitter (twitter.com/psats). 

* * *

The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors represents Pennsylvania’s 1,454 

townships of the second class and is committed to preserving and strengthening township 

government and securing greater visibility and involvement for townships in the state and federal 

political arenas. Townships of the second class cover 95% of Pennsylvania’s land mass and 

represent more residents — nearly 5.7 million — than any other type of political subdivision in the 

commonwealth. 
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