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Lower Salford Township Wins Top Award in Statewide 

Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest 

 Lower Salford Township in Montgomery County was named the bridge winner of the 40th 

Annual Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest this morning during the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Township Supervisors’ Excellence Awards ceremony. 

 The event, which recognizes the significant achievements of townships and their officials from 

across the state, was held as part of PSATS’ 2022 Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit 

Show in Hershey. Today is the opening day of the conference, which has attracted attendees from 

every county in Pennsylvania. 
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 PSATS sponsors the statewide Road and Bridge Safety Improvement Contest each year in 

partnership with the Pennsylvania Highway Information Association (PHIA) and the state 

Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to recognize townships for their extensive contributions 

of time and effort in making roads and bridges safer. 

 “PSATS recognizes and celebrates townships that demonstrate a commitment to road and bridge 

safety. Townships like Lower Salford demonstrate the value these improvements bring to 

communities,” David Sanko, PSATS executive director, says.  

 Lower Salford Township was honored for replacing the Alderfer Road Bridge, which was 

structurally deficient and in poor condition. The replacement brought considerable safety 

improvements to the bridge, including enhanced guide rail protection, new five-foot-wide 

shoulders, improvements to roadway geometry, and increased roadway elevation to prevent 

flooding. 

“This project improved the safety of the road because we had constant flooding,” Joseph 

Czajkowski, Lower Salford Township manager, says. “The bridge was undersized for the creek 

crossing, and this raises it up and keeps it from flooding in the future. It was very old, and this will 

certainly extend the life of the bridge.” 

The bridge was selected as a 2018 Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 

Municipal Bridge Retro-Reimbursement Program project. The original design was significantly 

modified during the engineering process because of Federal Emergency Management Agency flood 

plain requirements, increasing both the project’s scope and cost. The DVRPC approved the 

proposed changes, and the project moved forward. 

During construction, supply chain shortages posed a challenge. However, construction 

contractor Richard E. Pierson Construction Co., Inc., addressed these issues by committing to an 

accelerated construction schedule between September and December 2021. 
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The retro-reimbursement program required Lower Salford Township to fully fund the project’s 

engineering, construction, and inspection, which the township did through general funds and a 

bond. However, the township is currently proceeding with the retro-reimbursement phase of the 

project, which permits up to 80% reimbursement of the final project cost. 

The project involved the cooperation of several agencies, utility companies, property owners, 

local businesses, the Montgomery County Conservation District, state Department of 

Environmental Protection, and PennDOT. Benefits of the completed project include enhanced 

structural soundness and safety, decreased road closures due to flooding of the west branch of 

Skippack Creek, and increased shoulder widths for greater pedestrian travel. 

“We are very pleased and very excited,” Czajkowski said. “It ended up being a much larger 

project than we anticipated at first, but we’re very satisfied with the result.”  

Join the PSATS Annual Conference conversation at #PSATSConf22 and follow PSATS on 
Facebook (facebook.com/psats) and Twitter (twitter.com/psats). 

* * *

The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors represents Pennsylvania’s 1,454 

townships of the second class and is committed to preserving and strengthening township 

government and securing greater visibility and involvement for townships in the state and federal 

political arenas. Townships of the second class cover 95% of Pennsylvania’s land mass and 

represent more residents — nearly 5.7 million — than any other type of political subdivision in the 

commonwealth. 
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