
Manor Township Supervisor  

Wins State Association’s Leadership Award 

 Donald Palmer, a supervisor for Manor Township in Armstrong County, received the 

Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors’ 33rd Annual President’s Leadership 

Award this morning during the association’s Excellence Awards ceremony.  

 The event, which recognizes the significant achievements of townships and township officials 

across the state, was held as part of PSATS’ 2022 Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit 

Show in Hershey. Today is the opening day of the conference, which has attracted attendees from 

every county in Pennsylvania. 

 Each year, the association presents the Leadership Award, established in 1990, to a township 

supervisor and an administrator, such as a secretary or manager, whose outstanding projects or 

programs have benefited their communities.  
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 Palmer, who has a background in public safety, is among an elite group of local government 

officials to receive the award, one of the highest honors that PSATS bestows. Dedicated to the 

safety of his community, Palmer has more than 40 years of service in three different fire companies, 

is a member of the State, National, and International Associations of Fire Investigators, a 

Pennsylvania State Fire Academy certified suppression instructor with credentials to teach more 

than 45 courses, and a certified paramedic by the Pennsylvania Department of Health.  

 “Mr. Palmer is an asset to Manor Township, knowing the policies and procedures it takes to be a 

successful supervisor by getting his township and residents what they need. He has initiated 

significant programs or projects that have benefited their township and whose service to the 

township exhibits the highest standards of dedication, creativity, and leadership,” Joe Pittman, a 

Senator for the 41st District, wrote in a letter recommending Palmer for the award. 

 “Don’s achievements demonstrate his commitment to his township. He leads through example 

to better his community and is dedicated to the safety and wellbeing of his neighbors,” PSATS 

President Marvin Meteer says.  

During his current tenure, Palmer has: 

• Initiated the restructuring of the township police department to increase the number of officers,

establish a cost-sharing contract for shared K-9 service with the Armstrong County Sheriff’s 

Department, provide a school resource officer for Lenape Vo-Tech, and contract with neighboring 

municipalities to provide emergency and patrol services;  

• Met with fire company officials to review the contract with the township, negotiating the

addition of vehicle rescues and increased training for fire crews; 

• Audited streetlights and fire hydrants in the township and proposed a revised ordinance to

ensure a fair tax to create a self-sustaining fund for these items; 
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• Initiated a public outreach safety training program to engage the public with firearm safety,

crime watch and crime prevention programs, school violence, and reporting hotlines; and 

• Spearheaded the transfer of ownership of a neglected park, established a volunteer committee

to repair and maintain the park, secured grants to upgrade playground equipment, and contracted 

with a kayak rental service for the park.  

 “Don has been the catalyst in the forming of a parks and recreation committee and continued 

support of the development of Fort Run Park,” Armstrong County Department of Planning and 

Development program manager Kathy Heilman said when recommending Palmer for the award. 

“Don continues to seek funding and promotes the park’s use as a means to offer recreation to the 

residents of Manor Township, connecting them to the outdoors and promoting healthy living.” 

Join the PSATS Annual Conference conversation at #PSATSConf22 and follow PSATS on 
Facebook (facebook.com/psats) and Twitter (twitter.com/psats). 

* * *

The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors represents Pennsylvania’s 1,454 

townships of the second class and is committed to preserving and strengthening township 

government and securing greater visibility and involvement for townships in the state and federal 

political arenas. Townships of the second class cover 95% of Pennsylvania’s land mass and 

represent more residents — 5.7 million — than any other type of political subdivision in the 

commonwealth. 
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