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Multimunicipal Walking Trail Receives Township Association’s 

Excellence in Intergovernmental Cooperation Award 

Heidelberg, Lowhill, Lynn, and Weisenberg townships, Lehigh County, received the 

Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors’ Excellence in Intergovernmental 

Cooperation Award this morning during the association’s Excellence Awards ceremony. 

The event, which recognizes the significant achievements of townships and their officials 

from across the state, was held as part of PSATS’ 2022 Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit 

Show in Hershey. Today is the opening day of the conference, which has attracted attendees from 

every county in Pennsylvania. 
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The award, which is cosponsored by PSATS and the Pennsylvania Association of Councils of 

Governments (PACOG), was established to honor communities that are working together to find 

creative ways to complete projects and provide services more efficiently and cost-effectively. 

“PSATS applauds townships that partner with their neighbors to save time and money. These 

strategic alliances allow for townships to maximize their resources to achieve more together,” 

David Sanko, PSATS executive director, says.  

Heidelberg, Lowhill, Lynn, and Weisenberg townships have a long history of collaboration. 

The townships jointly own road paving equipment and have shared labor for more than three 

decades to pave, chip, and seal the roads. The four townships, as well as Washington Township and 

Slatington Borough, also adopted a joint comprehensive plan in 2004, have a steering committee to 

monitor fire protection, and work together on joint purchases, bids, training, and other endeavors.  

Several years ago, the townships, along with the Northwestern Lehigh School District, 

decided to create a 6-foot-wide, 3/4-mile-long pedestrian trail around the Northwestern Recreation 

Community Park, which is owned and maintained by the Northwestern Lehigh Recreation 

Commission. 

The commission saved money for the project and secured funding via a $60,000 Greenways, 

Trails and Recreation Program grant, more than $15,000 in private donations from the Nestle Water 

Company, and from a popular Night in the Country community event attended by more than 5,000 

area residents.  

However, the lowest bid received for the trail construction was $130,000 over budget. 

Therefore, the townships of Heidelberg, Lowhill, Lynn, and Weisenberg agreed to construct the trail 

using their own road crews. 

Each township supplied employees to install erosion and sedimentation controls, regrade 

swales and install drainage pipes, excavate the trail, and build the stone base. Because the 
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municipalities did not own a small paver, they employed the help of a local paving company. The 

finished project provides a place for residents to safely bike, blade, walk, and run. 

“[The trail] gave our mostly rural community something that was really desired,” Weisenberg 

and Lowhill township administrator Brian Carl says. “We do not have many paved trails, and the 

vast majority of our roads do not have wide shoulders. The trail provides a safe location for youth 

and adults to get exercise.”  

Join the PSATS Annual Conference conversation at #PSATSConf22 and follow PSATS on 
Facebook (facebook.com/psats) and Twitter (twitter.com/psats). 

* * *

The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors represents Pennsylvania’s  

1,454 townships of the second class and is committed to preserving and strengthening township 

government and securing greater visibility and involvement for townships in the state and federal 

political arenas. Townships of the second class cover 95% of Pennsylvania’s land mass and 

represent more residents — nearly 5.7 million — than any other type of political subdivision in the 

commonwealth. 
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