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January 11, 2022

Township Video News

TVN’s Coffee in the Capitol | From Local Government to Legislature with
Representative David Rowe
PSATS Director of Government Relations, Joseph Gerdes, sits down to chat with
Rep. David Rowe of the 85th Legislative District, which serves parts of Union and
Snyder counties. Mr. Rowe is a former supervisor of East Buffalo Township in
Union County. Always a champion for local government that is closest to the
people, Representative Rowe and Mr. Gerdes discuss issues important to Pa.’s
second class townships.

Latest News
Registration for the 2022 PSATS Educational Conference and Exhibit Show is
now open!
Go to conference.psats.org to register today!
NATaT Provides Fact Sheet on Tax Treatment of Benefits for First
Responders
The National Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT) has released a fact
sheet on tax benefits for volunteer fire and emergency medical service
personnel. NATaT worked in support of the Volunteer Responder Incentive
Protection Act, which allows tax-free property tax benefits and up to $600 tax-free
payments per year to volunteer first responders. All PSATS member townships are
automatically members of NATaT.
In addition, NATaT worked in support of federal legislation to simplify the
administration of length of service award programs in the Internal Revenue Code.
The fact sheet explains how the new rules work. Click here to view the fact sheet.
Township Officials Are Invited to Participate in Transportation Survey
The Pennsylvania Transportation Advisory Committee is conducting a postpandemic mobility study to assess past, current, and future transportation
behaviors in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. As part of the study, the committee is
conducting a survey to collect input from planning and development organizations,
agencies, and municipalities.
Township officials are invited to participate in the survey through the following link
by January 28: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PG9VYKJ
Data collected from this survey will assist in developing future strategies for
Pennsylvania’s public transportation systems.
Today in History.....
On January 11, 1908, U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt declares the massive
Grand Canyon in northwestern Arizona a national monument.
“Let this great wonder of nature remain as it now is,” he declared. “You cannot
improve on it. But what you can do is keep it for your children, your children’s
children, and all who come after you, as the one great sight which every American
should see.”

Legislation & Policy
The House will be in session
today, January 11. Watch the session
live here. .
Speaker of the House Bryan
Cutler (R-Lancaster) ordered a
special election to be held Tuesday,
April 5, to fill a vacant seat in the
116th Legislative District in Luzerne
County. The seat was vacated when
Rep. Tarah Toohil was sworn in to
serve on the Luzerne County Court of
Common Pleas.

Learn
PSATS educational events will be listed as follows: Mondays – All webinars;
Tuesdays – Administrative; Wednesdays – Planning/Zoning; Thursdays – Public
Works; Fridays – Public Safety.

PSATS Boot Camp for Township Officials
This three-day event was created just for you
— newly elected (or veteran) supervisors, other
newly elected officials, and new
secretaries/managers. Learn the everyday tasks to
running a municipality, explore the tools and
resources available to help you do your job
successfully, and experience real-life scenarios
through discussion with experienced PSATS
members. Click here for dates/locations and to
register.

2022 PSATS HR & Labor Management Institute Virtual - 1/12/22
This virtual full-day offering is a must-attend for
anyone who has responsibility for HR and personnel
management in their township.

The ABCs for Elected Auditors - Virtual Class 1/20/22
In this virtual class, you will learn about the
responsibilities of elected auditors under the Second
Class Township Code, the nuts and bolts of
conducting a thorough audit of the township’s
finances, how to best navigate DCED’s online
financial reporting requirements, and ways to ensure
a healthy working relationship between the elected
auditors and the township.
Basic “Virtual" Training for Secretaries and
Administrators - Jan. 27 & Feb. 3, 2022
This virtual training class will be offered in two halfday sessions. This is your opportunity to learn from
acknowledged experts about all the most important
issues township secretaries and managers need to
know, right from the comfort of your desk. Topics
covered will range from budgeting, purchasing,
advertising and meeting management all the way to
human resource issues and public engagement.
Demystifying Grant Seeking: Tools & Tips for
Success - Virtual Class - 3/10/22
Join fundraising master trainer, Chad Barger, CFRE,
for a session focused on seeking grant support for
township projects and programs. The session begins
with an overview of the role of grant funding in an
organization and the prerequisites for seeking grant
support.
Newsletter Best Practices: Keeping Residents
Updated Via Email & Postal Mail- Virtual Class 4/7/22
We’ll examine how print/mailed communications work
in tandem with email to ensure our donors are
informed and engaged.
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