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HALLOFFAME
S U P E R V I S O R

Ron Reichenbach has served as a su-
pervisor for Pine Township in Columbia 
County for more than 30 years. A friend 
and neighbor to all, Reichenbach never 
lets the clock stop him from taking 
care of township business. 

“It’s comforting to know residents 
  are taken care of promptly.”

Putting the ‘Super’ in 
Supervisor
Ron Reichenbach
Pine Township, Columbia County
32 years of service

BY ALI CAMPBELL / ASSOCIATE EDITOR

 Ron Reichenbach knows there are 
24 usable hours in every single day. 
“The job never stops as a township 
supervisor,” he says. “If a tree comes 
down in the middle of the night, I’ll go 
take care of it. There’s always work to 
do. If I didn’t sleep, I’d get a lot more 
done.”
 With more than three decades in lo-
cal government, Reichenbach is known 
for his friendly personality and non-
stop super drive to keep Pine Township 
the beautiful, rural location that it is. 
 The supervisor’s ability to work well 
with others is a great support system 
for Pine Township and has been for the 
last three decades. “We share resources 
with Greenwood and Jordan townships 
in Lycoming County,” he says. “Ev-
erybody helps everybody out to make 
everything better.
 “The job gets easier when you work 
well with other people, and I’m fortu-
nate to work with past and current Su-
pervisors Randy Glidewell and Walter 
Cole. It’s a large part of why I’m still 
here, and others like Secretary Linda 
Gordner are still here, too.  

We make every effort to address town-
ship concerns quickly and work with 
our residents to resolve those issues.”

A skilled labor of love
 A lifelong resident of Pine Town-
ship, Reichenbach moved two miles 
down the road from his childhood 
home in 1980 to the house where his 
grandfather lived, a one-room school-
house that was converted to a home in 
1953. Reichenbach has lived there ever 
since. 
 In 1989, Reichenbach was elected 

as township supervisor after serving as 
an auditor for two years. “There was a 
great need for financial restructuring 
when I began as supervisor,” he says.  
“Today, the township is monetarily 
stable, and it’s comforting to know that 
the residents are taken care of prompt-
ly. When I first started as supervisor, 
it was only going to be for one term. I 
didn’t rerun, but friends and neighbors 
asked me to go back on the ballot. 
Thirty-two years later, here I am.” 
 Initially employed by a truck dealer, 
Reichenbach moved to Cleveland 
Brothers Equipment Company in 
1998, a job he’s been happy and proud 
to keep for 23 years while still serving 
as a supervisor. 
 At Cleveland Brothers, Reichenbach 
is considered highly knowledgeable on 
equipment and repairs, a skill that has 
been most helpful for his role in local 
government. 
 “Ron has been instrumental in 
many township changes throughout 
the years,” Gordner, township secre-

With more than 30 years of “24 hours a day, seven days a week” service to Pine Town-
ship in Columbia County, Supervisor Ron Reichenbach is an all-star friend, neighbor, 
and champion of the township where he was born and raised. 
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“Ron always has the residents of our 
township in his best interests.”

tary for the last 37 years, says. “He’s 
involved with the everyday duties of 
maintaining the township roads and 
equipment, is a huge asset to the town-
ship if mechanical problems arise, and 
offers guidance and support to the rest 
of the township officials.”  
 Well-versed in township codes and 
regulations, Reichenbach always offers 
help and advice. “His opinions and ex-
pertise are valued in our community,” 
Gordner continues. “Ron gathers all 
the information relevant to a situation 
before making a decision. He always 
has the residents of our township in his 
best interests.”

Filling the time 
 Reichenbach says not many resi-
dents attend township meetings in 
2021, something that has changed 
over the course of his years in office. 
“There used to be a time during the 
1990s when we would have to hold 
meetings in the auditorium of the high 
school,” he says. “Those were the days 
when the landfill issue was the hottest 
topic of Columbia County.
 “The White Pines landfill initiative 
brought hundreds of residents to meet-
ings. It attracted everyone’s attention. 
We’re a rural community — there are 
more deer than people here! A landfill 
was not what we wanted so we tried to 
fight it as friendly as we could.” 
 Reichenbach says the litigation was 
amicable through the zoning ordinance 
court proceedings. “White Pines had 
a good working relationship with the 
township, and when things settled in 
court, there was a decree established 
to protect the township’s interests,” he 
says. “They offered to purchase homes 
at market value that were near the 
landfill, and Pine Township receives a 
$1.00 tipping fee for each ton of resid-
ual waste, which is a financial benefit, 
but we are a quiet community and of 
course want to keep it that way.” 
 Gordner elaborates further on the 
landfill, which is owned by J.P. Mas-
caro & Sons Inc. “In 1993, we enacted 
a zoning ordinance to try to deter the 
landfill plans,” she remembers, “but 

it was too late. We tried to push back 
the landfill plans, but we were a small 
township going up against a big corpo-
ration. Luckily for us, the landfill has 
not really affected the residents here, 
and we’re fortunate not to have seen 
change to the environment.”
 Reichenbach credits the landfill law-
suit of the 1990s as the most impactful 
issue he’s faced in his role as supervisor. 
“After so many years, it’s hard to recall 
all the little events that presented a 
challenge, but the landfill is something 
that I won’t ever forget.”

Due for an upgrade 
 The next project on Reichenbach’s 
plate is upgrading the township’s office 
space (or lack thereof, really). “We’ve 
never had a real office,” he says. “Nor-
mally, we just meet in the municipal 
garage. The township office is basically 
Linda’s [Gordner] house. Today, our 
meeting size is just us officials, so luck-
ily, we all fit inside her house.” 
 The new office/garage building for 
Pine Township will include an actual 
office space, as well as an upgraded area 
for larger trucks, graders, and winter 
storage. 
 “This is probably the first project 
ever that will directly benefit the town-
ship officials,” Gordner says. “However, 
this new space will of course help us 
better address the needs of our resi-
dents, and that’s the heart of Ron’s mis-
sion. I am personally grateful to have a 
person like Ron as my colleague for so 
many years. Pine Township is lucky to 
have him representing us.”  

Using every hour 
 When he’s not repairing road equip-
ment or addressing township issues, 
Reichenbach spends his free time on 
his favorite hobby: Running his saw-
mill to make lumber. “My wife says it’s 
‘my hobby out of control,’” Reichen-
bach jokes. “I don’t watch TV, but I do 
like to saw.” 
 The Pine Township supervisor has 
been married for the length of his ca-
reer to wife Terri. The couple has two 
grown daughters. “Terri retired recent-
ly after a long career in healthcare but 
popped into our local pharmacy and 
ended up accepting a part-time job to 
help administer COVID-19 vaccines,” 
Reichenbach says. “I guess both of us 
don’t know how to stop working.
 “I’m up each day at 5:30 a.m. and 
go straight until 11 each night, not 
because I have to but because I want 
to. It’s the love for this job. Even when 
I retire from my ‘regular’ job, I still 
plan to stay on as township supervisor. 
When your heart is in something, it’s 
hard to break away.” F

“PSATS has been extremely helpful for me as a township supervisor with pro-
viding information and educational events,” Reichenbach says. “The Annual 
Conference and Exhibit Show in Hershey is a great opportunity for network-
ing.	I	enjoy	meeting	and	talking	with	other	local	government	officials.”

 PSATS members should be 
sure to join the PSATS Grass-
roots Network by sending an 
email to grassroots@psats.org 
be added to our PSATS Grass-
roots updates. Also, look in the 
PSATS Morning News.

Stay on top of 
legislative news


