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Relinquishing the 
Reins … Eventually
Shirley Lewis
La Plume Township, 
Lackawanna County 
45 years of service 

BY ALI CAMPBELL / ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

 “I’m a control freak,” says Shirley 
Lewis. “Everyone knows this about 
me.”
 It’s not just her organization that is 
unparalleled in the realm of local gov-
ernment. Her candidness, sense of hu-
mor, level of patience, and overwhelm-
ing drive to “stay on top of it all,” as she 
says, have been pillars of support in her 
45-year career as secretary-treasurer. 
 “When I got this job, I didn’t even 
know I lived in La Plume Town-
ship.” Lewis jokes, “but now I know 
everything there is to know about the 
township and what it takes to keep it 
running.”
 Lewis had a full plate when she ac-
cepted the post. “I was already working 
full-time, attending night classes, and 
raising three small children,” she re-
calls, “but the township supervisor was 
my neighbor, Fred Evans, who stood in 
my kitchen asking me for help. I told 

him I already worked and was raising 
a family, but he promised me ‘The job 
is easy!’. I accepted, thinking I’d be at 
monthly meetings to take notes and 
pay the bills.”  
 Instead, Lewis became the ultimate 
caretaker of La Plume Township. 
 Now, nearly a half-century later, 
Lewis, the backbone of La Plume lo-
cal government, is gearing up for an 
eventual retirement. Her shoes will be 
hard to fill. “I hope that when I leave, 
the township will find someone who’s 
willing to continue with the same de-
termination,” she says. 
 “Serving the public is like human 
instinct when someone is in trouble. It’s 
natural to reach out and help. Those 
who work in public service have the 

same impulses: We desire to help be-
cause that’s who we’ve evolved to be. 
It’s in our DNA.” 
Reflecting on public service 
 A lifelong resident of La Plume, 
Lewis still lives in the house her grand-
father built in 1896. She recalls how 
the township has maintained its charm 
while also embracing forward progress. 
“The best feature about La Plume is 
that it’s small with only 603 people” 
Lewis says. “We all know each other, 
which can be a liability when it comes 
to zoning infractions.”  
 The biggest change has been the 
expansion of Keystone College, half 
of which lies in La Plume Township. 
“They seem to forget that half the 
school is in La Plume and bound by 
our township permits and ordinances,” 
Lewis says. “I’m sure that whoever 
takes on this role after I retire will con-
tinue to keep Keystone on the correct 
path.” 
 A day in 2021 is very different from 

With more than four decades in office as secretary-treasurer, Shirley Lewis of 
La Plume Township shares how she stays on top of it all. 

 “I’m proud of what I’ve accomplished … residents know they  
   can count on me to help with problems.” 

Shirley Lewis has served as secretary-
treasurer for LaPlume Township in 
Lackawanna County for nearly half a 
century. As she approaches an eventual 
retirement, Lewis shares how her life 
has been about public service because 
that’s who she evolved to be. 
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How PSATS has helped 
this Hall of Famer

a day in 1976. “Everything has become 
more complicated and demanding, 
increasing everyone’s sense of respon-
sibility,” she continues. “Technology 
has also changed so many of our job 
aspects. Filing a report used to be just 
that: You filed it. Today, your user 
ID no longer works, the password is 
impossible, and when you can finally 
access the site, there are countless selec-
tions at the top of the screen, none of 
them pertaining to what you need to 
do. It’s a nightmare.”
 Lewis’s family has shown endless 
support over the years. “Our mother is 
fierce when confronted, opinionated, 
dutiful, caring, and loves to make oth-
ers feel significant. She likes to reach a 
majority conclusion through practical 
debates and knows that the way to get 
conversations going is by listening to 
other people. She’s assertive but acer-
bic,” joke her children Corrine, Tim, 
and Scott Lewis.  
 Her sister, Rifka Reed, says “Shirley 
is a great conversationalist. She’s smart, 
reliable, and has a written-in-stone pic-
ture of how things should be.”

Looking forward 
to losing control 
 Taking care of La Plume Township 
for more than 40 years has not been 
an easy task, but it has certainly been 
rewarding. “I’m proud of what I’ve ac-
complished … residents know they can 
count on me to help with problems,” 
Lewis says. “I get the job done, and I 
do it right mainly because I am a con-
trol freak.”   
 Lewis has been working from both 
home and the office, doing township-
related work from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
some days. “I’m not a quote user,” she 
says, “but I’m looking for a mantra 
now to help make old age tolerable.”
 Sadly, all good, controlled things 
must come to an end ... eventually. 
 “Oh, I’m not retiring just yet. I’ve 
still got a few more years in me to do 
this job, but believe me when I say I’m 
ready to not ‘take care of the township’ 
anymore,” she says with anticipation. 
“I’m going to try to relax and remember 
what it’s like not having demands, re-
quests, or expectations placed upon me. 
I’m looking forward to rounding the 
corner to something unexpected.” F

 The PSATS Annual Conference is a favorite memory of Lewis’s. “I 
attended every year for many years. I loved those three days seeing the 
people I knew, hearing the special speakers, going to classes, and all 
the exhibits, workshops, and networking.
 “Also, PSATS helped by just ‘being there,’” she says. “Holly Fishel 
[Policy and Research Director] is an absolute saint.” 
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coming up
November 2
Municipal Election Day

November 4
Township Solicitors Virtual Fall Seminar (see page 45)
TEMA Fall Educational Forum – West, Canonsburg (see page 45)

November 9
PAAZO Fall Educational Forum – East, Exton (see page 45)
TEMA Fall Educational Forum – East, Conshohocken (see page 45)

November 10
PSATS Northeast Regional Fall Forum, Wilkes-Barre (see page 57)
PSATS Trustees Meeting, PSATS Office

November 11
Veterans Day

November 15 & 17
PSATS Standing Committee meetings, PSATS Office

November 16
PSATS Executive Board meeting, PSATS Office

November 18
TEMA Fall Educational Forum – Central, State College (see page 45)

November 25
Thanksgiving Day

December 1 
PSATS Conference information and registration materials   
 available at conference.psats.org

December 3
Conference registration materials mailed to members  
 and exhibitors

December 25
Christmas Day

December 31 
2022 New Year’s Day Holiday officially observed 


