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Greg Walker experienced 9/11 as an 
elected official of the township where 
United Airlines Flight 93 crashed. He 
says that although its creation was 
not without controversy, the Flight 93 
National Memorial is a fitting tribute to 
the heroes who lost their lives in that 
field of honor.
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 Stonycreek Township in Somerset 
County became the center of national 
attention on September 11, 2001, when 
the hijacked United Airlines Flight 93  
slammed into an open field in the mid-
dle of the township. While most news 
reports referred to the site as being in 
nearby Shanksville Borough, it is actu-
ally in Stonycreek Township.
 Just ask Greg Walker, a 30-year 
township supervisor who was in office 
on that dark day and witnessed the 
aftermath, plus the path to healing 
through the creation of the Flight 93 
National Memorial. In fact, Walker 
served for a time on the committee to 
design the memorial.
 Anyone who visited the site before 
the development of the national park 
will remember the temporary memo-
rial that consisted of a chain-link fence 
to hold the notes, flowers, and other 
tributes that countless people dropped 
off in memory of the 44 passengers and 
crew who perished in the terrorist at-
tack. The Stonycreek supervisors, along 
with the Somerset Historical Society, 
were responsible for that temporary 
memorial.

 “The field where the plane crashed 
was on a township road, and people 
were leaving memorial items every-
where,” Walker says. “Many roads were 
closed so people just put things as close 
as they could get.”
 The supervisors consulted with the 
historical society on what they could 
do to improve the situation.
 “One morning, we took out our 
five trucks and picked up everything,” 
Walker says. “A farmer said we could 
use his property for a place to put it. 
We put up a fence and created the tem-
porary memorial and made a makeshift 
parking lot. We did the best we could 
until the National Park Service could 
secure everything, which took years.”
 As is true for many people, 9/11 was 
a watershed moment for Walker and 
his fellow Stonycreek Township super-
visors.

 “Locally, it changed everything,” 
he says. “It changed everyone’s lives 
around the country. It changed our 
lives as supervisors. We had a lot more 
responsibility than we had ever had 
before.”
 Invited to join the committee to 
design a permanent memorial under 
the auspices of the National Park Ser-
vice, Walker agreed because he wanted 
to make sure that whatever was built 
would “fit” the rural countryside. 
However, the struggle to acquire the 
land for the eventual 2,200-acre site 
became a point of contention when 
some landowners didn’t want to sell 
and the Department of the Interior 
threatened to use eminent domain to 
take the necessary land. 
 As the project became embroiled in 
controversy, Walker decided to leave 
the committee. In the end, though, he 
thinks the memorial turned out well, 
despite the struggle to bring it to frui-
tion. Today, he’s the only member of 
the board who experienced that chal-
lenging period as an elected official.

‘It’s the best thing we ever did’
 Walker decided to enter public ser-

For three decades, Greg Walker has helped steer Stonycreek Township in Somerset 
County through some difficult days, including the crash of United Airlines Flight 93 in the 
township on 9/11.
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vice by running for supervisor in 1991. 
After winning the primary, the super-
visor who he was running to replace 
decided he didn’t want to wait until the 
end of his term in December to leave. 
The remaining supervisors appointed 
Walker to finish out the term and work 
part-time on the road crew. After his 
election was secured in November, 
Walker took office and full-time road-
master responsibilities the following 
January.
 Now approaching retirement, he 
says he would like to see the man who 
is running to replace him to come on 
board part-time now to start taking 
over some duties as he did 30 years 
ago. Although the man is running 
unopposed and so it’s probably safe to 
appoint him, Walker says, there have 
been some rumors of write-in candi-
dates.
 Except for a six-year stint from 2008 
to 2014 working for a labor union in 
Pittsburgh, Walker has been a full-time 
township roadmaster, plowing, grad-
ing, putting up snow fence, and patch-
ing potholes.
 “I’ve been vice chairman and 
chairman of the board of supervisors, 
president of the county association of 
township officials twice, and secretary-
treasurer of the association for 10 
years,” he says. “The county associa-
tions seem to always elect women to be 
the secretary-treasurer, and I showed 
them that a guy can do it.” 
 Wanting to preserve the rural char-
acter of the township where he has 
lived his whole life was nothing new for 
Walker. After marrying Barbara, his 
wife of 39 years, he built a house across 
the road from the 50-acre dairy farm 
where he grew up.
 “As a kid, I rode my bike on the 
same road that I built my house on and 
raised my two daughters,” he says.
 Stonycreek is still home to many 
dairy farms, with some coal mines and 
wind farms thrown in. There is also an 
ATV park located on reclaimed mine 
land. Walker says tourists often com-
bine a trip to the Flight 93 Memorial 
and riding on the ATV trails.
 “It still has a country feel, but we 
have a lot of part-time residents in more 
high-end homes, especially around In-
dian Lake,” Walker says.  ‰

 While Greg Walker enjoyed serving on various PSATS standing commit-
tees over the years, he especially liked attending the Annual Conference.
 “I loved to go to the conference and sit down and talk with other supervi-
sors about what they’ve gone through and how they’ve handled it,” he says. 
“Even talking to guys about the equipment they use and what they like is 
helpful. You don’t get that anywhere else but those four days in Hershey.”
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 A new sanitary sewer system that 
the township installed beginning in 
2017 led to a lot of the growth — and 
not a little controversy.
 “I sometimes think the sewer system 
was more of a problem than the me-
morial,” Walker says. “A lot of people 
didn’t want the sewer system. The ones 
who did would not come to the meet-
ings and support us, but the ones who 
didn’t want it came and complained. 
Still, I will go into retirement saying 
it’s the best thing we ever did. That and 
the Flight 93 Memorial are our best 
accomplishments.”
 The sewer system was necessary 
to service the cabins around Lake 
Stonycreek. The township found wild-
cat systems draining raw sewage into 
the lake.
 “We kept working to get the money 
to put in the sewer lines,” Walker says. 
“We had a lot of meetings, and people 
weren’t happy. They were swimming 
in their own sewage and lied about it. I 
lost weight and didn’t sleep that whole 
summer. I was a wreck but knew that it 
had to happen.”
 Walker says the supervisors knew it 
was the right thing to do even if people 
opposed it. To this day, people com-
plain about the $72 monthly bill, even 
though it’s probably a fraction of what 
they pay for TV or internet.
 Under his tenure, Walker also 
worked to upgrade the township’s 
equipment.
 “When I joined the board, the 
township didn’t have a budget to re-
place equipment,” he says. “They just 
kept fixing the old stuff. The supervi-
sors bought the most basic piece of 
equipment they could get. Once, they 
bought a piece that had been in a flood 
and tried to fix it up and use it.
 “Previous supervisors thought that 
if you had money in the bank and kept 
taxes low, that was enough,” he adds. 
“If a truck breaks down and you can’t 
fix a road, though, people won’t accept 

that. Now, we have much newer equip-
ment and a budget for maintenance 
and replacement.”

‘Something pulls you back’
 On the verge of hanging up his su-
pervisor’s hat, Walker says he’s enjoyed 
his time as an elected official.
 A favorite memory is attending a 
National Association of Towns and 
Townships convention in Washington, 
D.C., and somehow scoring a tour of 
the White House with a fellow supervi-
sor and their daughters at 11:30 p.m.
 “I’m not sure who made that hap-
pen,” Walker says.
 He also has fond memories of plow-
ing the road that he lives on and having 
his daughter stand at the window to 
wave as he drove past.
 “I could have gotten a better paying 
job, but there is just something about 
being a supervisor,” he says. “I call it a 
sickness … when you think you aren’t 
going to run again but something pulls 
you back. Even facing retirement now, 
it’s difficult.”
 There won’t be any change of heart 
this time, though. Walker has already 
secured a position with the Pennsyl-
vania Turnpike Commission as an 
equipment operator training instructor, 
in which he will teach operators to run 
graders, brooms, and so on and help 
them get their commercial driver’s li-
cense.
 He has some advice for the person 
who replaces him and anyone new to 
the position of supervisor: “You have 
to be able to shake off a lot of things. If 
you start letting everything get to you, 
you’ll get lost.
 “Remember that you have to do not 
only what you think is right but what is 
right for the whole community.” F

Supervisor Hall of 
Fame (cont.)

 PSATS members should be 
sure to join the PSATS Grass-
roots Network by sending an 
email to grassroots@psats.org 
be added to our PSATS Grass-
roots updates. Also, look in the 
PSATS Morning News.

Stay on top of 
legislative news


