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October 6, 2021

Latest News
CDL Driver Availability Challenge to Affect Winter Preparedness?
Winter is coming, and the state Department of Transportation and the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission are gearing up for it. PennDOT has budgeted nearly $200
million for this winter’s statewide operations, deploys about 4,700 workers, and has
more than 560,000 tons of salt on hand across the state. PennDOT is actively
seeking more than 600 temporary equipment operators statewide to supplement its
full-time staff. The Turnpike has more than 400 licensed equipment operators ready
to activate 24/7 staffing. This could be especially challenging in light of CDL
Townships, as well as the public, can track roadway conditions and PennDOT plow
truck locations statewide this winter through www.511PA.com. Click here for more,
including suggestions on how the public can prepare for winter driving conditions.
Join Our Special Guest in Celebrating PSATS’ 100th Anniversary on October
14!
Don’t miss PSATS’ Centennial Celebration Dinner, sponsored by the Pennsylvania
Leadership Institute, on Thursday evening, October 14, at the Hershey Lodge. Stay
tuned for clues about our special guest over the coming days. The fun-filled
historic event, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Leadership Institute, will kick off
with a reception at 6 p.m. in the Chocolate Ballroom followed by dinner and light
entertainment in the Great American Hall from 7 to 9:30 p.m. If you haven’t yet
registered to attend, you still have time. Go to psats100.mypli.org. The PA
Leadership Institute is a qualified non-profit scholarship organization for local
government so your contributions are tax-deductible.

Pennsylvania is 14th for Vaccine Doses Administered Per Capita
According to the Centers for Disease Control, Pennsylvania is 14th for total
COVID doses administered per capita. Nationally, more than 185 million people
have been fully vaccinated, or 67% of the adult population and 83.6% of those age
65 or older.
More than 16 million vaccine doses have now been administered in
Pennsylvania. According to the CDC, more than 7.4 million Pennsylvanians are now
fully vaccinated, and an additional 1.9 million Pennsylvanians have received the first
dose of a two-dose vaccine series. The CDC’s data shows that 69.1% of
Pennsylvanians age 18 and older are now fully vaccinated. Click here for state
numbers and here for national numbers.
Today in History.....
On October 6, 1683, Encouraged by William Penn’s offer of 5,000 acres of land in
the colony of Pennsylvania and the freedom to practice their religion, the first
Mennonites arrive in America aboard the Concord. They were among the first
Germans to settle in the American colonies.
The Mennonites, members of a Christian sect founded by Menno Simons in the
16th century, were widely persecuted in Europe. Seeking religious freedom,
Mennonite Francis Daniel Pastorious led a group from Krefeld, Germany, to
Pennsylvania in 1683 and founded Germantown, the pioneer German settlement in
America and now part of the city of Philadelphia. Numerous other German groups
followed, and by the American Revolution there were 100,000 Germans in William
Penn’s former colony, more than a third of Pennsylvania’s total population at the
time.

Legislation & Policy
The House will be in session today, October 6.
Watch the session live here.

Learn
PSATS educational events will be listed as follows: Mondays – All webinars;
Tuesdays – Administrative; Wednesdays – Planning/Zoning; Thursdays – Public
Works; Fridays – Public Safety.

2021 PAAZO Fall Seminar
In the PAAZO Fall Seminar, learn from experts on a
wide variety of topics pertinent to your duties as a
municipal Zoning official. Specific agenda items will
be updated when finalized.
2021 PAAZO Fall Seminar - 10/19/21 - Central
2021 PAAZO Fall Seminar -10/21/21 - West
2021 PAAZO Fall Seminar -11/9/21 - East
PSATS Zoning Academy - 12/7-9/21
The PSATS Zoning Academy is a multi-day class
that is focused on providing attendees with a
foundational understanding of all important aspects
of zoning in Pennsylvania. This class will greatly
benefit newer zoning officials, those looking to
become zoning officials and municipal officials and
employees seeking a better understanding of
zoning’s impact on municipal operations.

The Code Officials Guide to Zoning - Virtual Class
- 1/18/22
The 90-minute online course provides a
comprehensive overview of current zoning issues
and problems as they inter-relate to the UCC. Topics
include: overview of the MPC, zoning requirements
and difficulties, responsibilities of BCOs to meet and
manage zoning challenges, permit issuance and
enforcement conflicts, violation letter requirements
and templates, and legal issues in zoning.
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