September 9, 2021

Township Video News

TVN’s Question of the Week | Why should my township participate in PSATS’
Salary Survey Plus?
By participating in PSATS’ Salary Survey Plus, you contribute valuable data to the
survey and have access to data from townships all across the commonwealth. Also,
click here to catch up on previous Questions of the Week. (1:45)

Latest News
Commonwealth Accepting Fire/EMS Grant Applications
The Office of the State Fire Commissioner is accepting applications for the Fire and
EMS Grant Program. The extended deadline is October 22, 2021. Written
instructions and guidelines for the 2021-2022 program are
now available at www.osfc.pa.gov.

All fire companies, emergency medical services, and volunteer rescue squads may
apply for this grant. This year, funds may again be used to supplement operational
expenses incurred by the lack of opportunities for fundraising and the inability to
generate revenue due to compliance with COVID-19 mitigation restrictions.
As always, traditional categories allow funding to be used
for such projects as construction and/or renovation of the fire company or EMS
facilities, equipment, debt reduction, training, and recruitment and retention,
including volunteer firefighter length-of-service award programs and programs for
minors. Click here to learn more.
Recording Available of PSATS Town Hall on New Meeting Agenda Law
Yesterday, PSATS hosted a free Town Hall on Act 65, the new law governing
meeting agendas. PSATS staff discussed how to comply with the new act and
answered member questions. Act 65 requires all local government boards and
commissions, including boards of supervisors, to post agendas at least 24 hours
before each public meeting. Listen to the recorded webinar to learn more. Click
here to access the recording. Click here to view a fact sheet on the new law.
Wolf Requests Federal Individual Assistance for Southeast PA and Home
County
Yesterday, Gov. Tom Wolf requested that President Joe Biden declare a major
disaster in Pennsylvania following heavy rainfall, severe flash flooding, and
tornadoes from Tropical Depression Ida that impacted the commonwealth August
31 through September 5.
The governor’s request includes a major disaster declaration for individual
assistance for Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, Philadelphia,
and York counties; public assistance for Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Fulton,
Montgomery, Philadelphia, and York counties; and for the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program to be made available to all 67 counties. The collective damage estimate to
public infrastructure to date is currently estimated at $117 million, which far exceeds
the commonwealth’s threshold of $19.7 million.
The individual assistance program provides federal funding to individuals and
households, while the public assistance program provides federal assistance to
municipal, county, and state governments, as well as certain nonprofits. Affected
businesses would be eligible for assistance through the Small Business
Administration. Click here for more.
Townships Encouraged to Report Ida Damages
The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) is currently collecting
state and local costs to repair damages to public infrastructure caused by Tropical
Depression Ida from 8/31 to 9/5/21.
If your township has not already reported its tally of public infrastructure damage to
your county emergency management agency, please do so promptly! As a
reminder, any potential insurance proceeds for any damages to buildings or
equipment must be taken into account as an offset.
Chris Evans, Director of PEMA’s Public and Individual Recovery Assistance Office,
noted that PEMA will be doing joint damage assessments with FEMA in the affected
counties in the near future. Please contact your County Emergency Management
Agency with any questions you may have.
Be sure to join us in Hershey for PSATS’ Centennial Celebration Dinner,
which takes place in just 5 weeks! Click here to learn more and to register!

Today in History.....
Did you know On September 9, 1942, a Japanese floatplane drops incendiary
bombs on an Oregon state forest—the first and only air attack on the U.S. mainland
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in World War II?
Launching from the Japanese sub I-25, Nobuo Fujita piloted his light aircraft over
the state of Oregon and firebombed Mount Emily, alighting a state forest. President
Franklin Roosevelt immediately called for a news blackout for the sake of morale.
No long-term damage was done, and Fujita eventually went home to train navy
pilots for the rest of the war.

Legislation & Policy
House to Return to Session Earlier
The Speaker of the State House of
Representatives has recalled the
General Assembly to return
September 20, a week earlier than
originally scheduled, to consider
legislation to counter the school mask
mandate. The Senate is also
scheduled to return to session
September 20.

Learn
PSATS educational events will be listed as follows: Mondays – All webinars; Tuesdays –
Administrative; Wednesdays – Planning/Zoning; Thursdays – Public Works; Fridays –
Public Safety.

2021 PSATS Stormwater Conference
PSATS Stormwater Conference events are now
Virtual!
The scheduled topics address a number of activities
for which municipal American Rescue Plan (ARP)
funds could be used. Make sure to attend any of
these sessions to be in a better position to help your
municipal clients evaluate how to invest their ARP
dollars in an eligible category.
September 14 – “Technical” Track
September 21 – “Policy” Track
September 22 – “Technical” Track
September 29 – “Policy” Track
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Flagger Training
This instructor-led flagger training will be conducted
for individuals who have flagging responsibilities on
ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
9/15/21 - Washington County
9/29/21 - Clearfield County

2021 Engineers Fall Seminar
This full-day seminar is designed to meet the
educational interests and busy schedules of
consulting engineers by providing a focused overview
of important issues of interest to municipal engineers
and their local government clients.
9/28/21 - East
10/14/21 - Central
10/21/21 - Southeast

CDL - Probable Cause Training for CDL
Supervisory Personnel - Virtual Training
This workshop addresses these federal requirements
by providing supervisory personnel with a working
understanding of the federal CDL regulations,
including on-the-job probable cause procedures.
10/26/21

CMV/CDL Records Management - Virtual Training
This virtual training workshop will review CMV/CDL
employee and vehicle paperwork, including preemployment inquiries regarding a CDL applicant's
records in the FMCSA Clearinghouse; requests for
CMV driver's license information from PennDOT;
annually reviewing each CDL drivers records in the
Clearinghouse; CMV daily vehicle inspection,
maintenance, and repair reports; the employer's
required policy on CDL drug and alcohol testing; and
a general overview of all the CDL regulations.
10/27/21

