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April 8, 2021

Township Video News

TVN’s Question of the Week | American Rescue Plan Funding: What Can We
Do with It?
This summer, your township will be getting a share of the American Rescue Plan
funding. We explain what you can – and can’t – do with the money. Also, click here
to catch up on previous Questions of the Week. (1:44)

Latest News
Advisory Board Volunteers Needed
From time to time, PSATS is asked to identify potential candidates to be considered
to serve on a variety of advisory State Board and Commissions. In an attempt to
build a database, we are asking anyone who has special interests in serving to
please let us know and we can keep names of file. Current areas of interest sought
include (but are not limited to), 9-1-1 issues, stormwater issues, UAV (unmanned
automated vehicles-drones), snowmobile interests, pensions, solid waste,
agriculture, transportation, land preservation, sewage enforcement matters, etc.
Please send an email with statement of interest to mgalletta@psats.org and help us
identify talent for these important groups.
Correction!
We apologize for a typographical error in yesterday's Morning News. The
correct phone number for Zelenkofske Axelrod is 717-561-9200.
Don’t Miss Today’s Transportation Town Hall! Join Us and Talk
Transportation
Be sure to join us today at 2:30 pm for a discussion on township transportation
challenges and share your input and ideas on cost-saving opportunities, mandate
relief requests, and future funding options for transportation. This input is critical to
local governments’ voices being heard on Gov. Tom Wolf’s Transportation Revenue
Options Commission, which includes PSATS Executive Director David Sanko as its
local government representative. Click here to register. And remember, you can also
offer input by emailing roads@psats.org. And don’t miss our new Transportation
Tools page on the PSATS website!
Local Governments Are on Their Own for EIT Deadline Extension
After several weeks of internal review, the state Department of Community and
Economic Development has determined that it lacks the legal authority to extend
the statutory filing and payment deadline for the local earned income tax. Instead, it
is directing local governments to consult with their solicitors on whether and how
they might explore alternatives to waive interest and/or penalties for local tax filings
and payments made after April 15 and on or before May 17, 2021, which is the
extension date for filing federal and state taxes. A copy of the letter, which you
should receive from DCED, can be found here.
2021 Virtual Conference Workshops Start Soon!
Between April and May 31, PSATS will host more than 60 2021 Conference
workshops through its virtual classroom. Learn from experts from across the
commonwealth on a wide variety of township administration, public safety, public
works, and planning and zoning topics and gain valuable knowledge and insight
that you can immediately put to work to benefit your township. Click here to
view the selection of workshops!

click on ticket above to access pass

For just $99, you can attend all PSATS Virtual Conference Workshops, live and ondemand, through the end of the year. Click here and log in to purchase the pass! If
you were registered for the conference, these sessions will be covered by your
refund. Call Mary Lehane at (717) 763-0930, ext. 107, with questions.
Commonwealth COVID-19 Enforcement Visits, Complaints Slow
The following state agency reports are for the week of March 29:
Pa. Department of Agriculture: The Bureau of Food Safety performed 674 total
inspections, five of which were the result of COVID-19-related complaints, and
received 22 food facility COVID-19-related complaints, none of which were referred
to local and county health jurisdictions. No restaurants were closed this week. The
department noted in its report that less restrictive measures took effect April 4.
Pennsylvania State Police: Officers issued 53 warnings and 23 violations for failing
to follow COVID-19 requirements after visiting 811 licensed liquor establishments.
The PSP noted that restaurants were permitted to resume bar service and the sale
of alcohol without the purchase of food on April 4, as well as operate at a 75%
capacity if self-certified. The PSP will continue to enforce targeted restrictions such
as mask-wearing and social distancing.
Pa. Department of State: The Bureau of Enforcement and Investigation performed
528 inspections of licensed professions’ compliance with COVID-19 mitigation
requirements, opened five COVID-19-specific investigations, and distributed nine
warning letters and three compliance letters.
National Alcohol Screening Day
Every year, National Alcohol Screening Day raises awareness about the harmful
effects of alcohol abuse and alcohol dependency. Each year on the Thursday of the
first full week in April, these screens offer anonymous and confidential opportunities
for those with addiction to seek help.
Addiction impacts not only the person, but their jobs, families, and communities,
too. Screening is a large part of outreach programs. These programs bring an
opportunity for education, referrals, and treatment to those with alcohol dependency
issues.
This is also a good time for a reminder about PSATS Drug and Alcohol Testing and

CDL Compliance services. For more information, please call (800) 235-7579 and
ask for James or Cheryl. We do CDL compliance training and reporting as well as
voluntary and preemployment drug testing.

Legislation & Policy

The House and Senate are scheduled
to return to session on April 19.
House Approves Online
Fundraising Legislation
Yesterday, the House passed HB 290
which would authorize organizations
that hold Small Games of Chance
licenses, including volunteer fire
departments, to conduct certain raffles
and drawings online through
the COVID-19 pandemic.
HB 290 is now awaiting committee
assignment in the Senate.

Learn
The education section of the morning news is getting an update. Webinars will be
listed every Monday and each PMGA track will get its own day of the week. For full
list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.

2021 Engineers Virtual Spring Seminar - 4/19 &
4/20/2021
The 2021 Spring Township Engineer’s Seminar is
a 2-day on-line event held this year from 8:30 -11:30
a.m. the mornings of Monday, April 19 and Tuesday,
April 20, 2021. Click here for agenda and to register.

Flagger Training
This instructor-led Flagger Training will be conducted
for individuals who have flagging responsibilities on
ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. Others who
would benefit from this course include: utility
companies working on low volume roads, law
enforcement personnel, municipal managers and
elected officials (to understand the importance, and
for budgeting purposes). Click on the below location
for more information and to register.
Flagger Training - 4/23/21 - Cumberland County
Flagger Training - 4/27/21 - Luzerne County
Flagger Training - 4/28/21 – Crawford County
Flagger Training - 4/28/21 – York County
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