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March 8, 2021

Latest News
Tomorrow is The Deadline!
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 is the deadline for submitting petitions for municipal office
vacancies. Since there are so many who want to say local government should be
eliminated because nobody wants to serve, it is again time to prove them wrong.
Township offices only need 10 signatures of registered voters in the same party to
qualify. Make sure there is a petition filed for the office of anyone whose term is
expiring at the end of 2021. Petitions can be found and filed at your county Board of
Elections.
2021 Virtual Conference Workshops Access - $99.00
Whether you are missing not making the trip to Hershey for the PSATS 2021 Annual
Educational Conference or have not yet had the opportunity to attend a PSATS
Annual Educational Conference, PSATS has a great offer for you! Between Apirl and
May 31, PSATS will be hosting almost all of the 2021 conference workshops through
its virtual classroom so that you can watch from the comfort of your home or
office. Learn from experts from across the Commonwealth on an incredibly wide
variety of township administration, public safety, public works, and planning and
zoning topics and gain valuable knowledge and insight that you can immediately put to
work to benefit your townships.

Click on ticket above to access pass

For just $99, you can attend more than 60 PSATS Virtual Conference Workshops, all
of which will be available live and on-demand.
To purchase the PSATS Virtual Conference Workshop Pass go to www.psats.org
and sign in. Once signed in click on PSATS Store and 2021 Virtual Conference
Worskhops Access.
Each registration for the PSATS Virtual Conference Workshops event must be linked
to a unique email address. You will be able to register for the individual virtual
workshops at learn.psats.org/virtual-conference (more registration links are being
added every day).

Pa. COVID-19 Cases and Hospitalizations Continue to Drop The
statewide COVID-19 total case count now stands at 946,985, with 17,288 new cases
reported this week, a decrease for the third week in a row. The number of COVID-19
hospitalizations in Pennsylvania decreased for the 11th week in a row, from 1,785 to
1,587. 314 of these patients are in an ICU, down from 386 the prior week. The
number of COVID-19 patients on a ventilator statewide decreased for the ninth week
in a row, from 209 to 183.
The total deaths attributed to COVID-19 in Pennsylvania have reached 24,317,
including 317 deaths reported this week – 26% less than in the previous week and a
decrease for the sixth week in a row.
Pennsylvania’s statewide percent-positivity rate dropped for the eighth week in a row,
from 6.3% to 5.7%. 66 of Pennsylvania’s counties now have a positivity rate under
10% with 22 counties being less than 5%. Only Pike County has a rate exceeding
10%. Click here for more county-specific information.
Police Commission Issues Temporary Regulations on Background Checks
The Municipal Police Officers’ Education and Training Commission has published a
temporary rulemaking to implement Act 57 of 2020, which creates a database for law
enforcement officer records and requires disclosure of employment information to
law enforcement agencies conducting background investigations of applicants for law
enforcement positions. The rulemaking addresses confidentiality of employment
information, database security, reportable disciplinary actions, and criminal conduct
and will take effect July 14, 2021.

Comments on the temporary rulemaking may be submitted by April 5, 2021, to Sgt.
Leslie Barr, Policy and Legislative Affairs Office, State Police, 1800 Elmerton Ave.,
Harrisburg, PA 17110, e-mail lesbarr@pa.gov. Reference “#17-87, Chapter 73” when
submitting comments. To read the temporary rulemaking, click here.
U.S. Unemployment Level Holds Steady
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has announced that the U.S.
unemployment level held steady in February at 6.2%. Notable job gains occurred in
leisure and hospitality, with most of the increase in food services and drinking
places. Click here for more.
Today is National Proofreading Day
Every year on March 88th, National Proofreading Day highlights the importance of
proofreading our written work. The day also allows those who enjoy proofreading to
gently correct others. However, if invited to proofread another’s work, constructive
criticism is usually welcome!
The day promotes mistake-free writing. Carefully review all your letters and
documents to make a positive and professional impression.
Looking for the Latest Issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin? Click here.

Digital Version of Township News is
Now Available!
The News Covers the Conference
Cancellation and Solar Farms
In this month’s edition, the Township
News provides details on how PSATS
is revamping parts of the Annual
Conference since the in-person
gathering had to be canceled due to
COVID restrictions. Other articles
explore the rise in solar farms, park
maintenance in uncertain times, an
update of PEMA’s long-term recovery
plan, and a new web-based tool
designed to help save at-risk fish and
wildlife. You can also view the
nominees for PSATS office this year
and meet one of the newest members
of the Board, Mary Jo Campbell.
Subscribers to the News can access a
digital copy by signing in to
www.psats.org and clicking on “Digital
Publications” under “My PSATS.” Not

yet a subscriber? You can check out
the free cover article here and learn
how to subscribe to the News here.

Legislation & Policy
Senate Passe COVID Relief
On Saturday, the U.S Senate passed
a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief
package which must now go back to
the House for a final vote. It would
provide $350 billion for state and local
governments, $130 billion to primary
and secondary schools, $14 billion for
vaccine distribution, $12 billion to
nutrition assistance and money for
reopening businesses around the
country. The legislation would send
another round of direct payments to
American taxpayers and extend
weekly unemployment benefits
through Labor Day.
It would also provide a benefit of $300
per child for those age 5 and younger
and $250 per child ages 6 to 17. The
bill also includes $45 billion in rental,
utility and mortgage assistance, $30
billion for transit agencies, and billions
more for small businesses and live
venues. The House is expected to
vote on the legislation on Tuesday.

Learn

CDL - Probable Cause Training for CDL
Supervisory Personnel - Virtual Training - 3/15/21
State and federal regulations require every employer
who has CDL employees driving vehicles with a
gross vehicle weight rating or operating weight of
more than 26,001 pounds used on public roads to
participate in a drug and alcohol testing program.
These same regulations also require that such
employers train all personnel who supervisor
employees with commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs)
in handling suspected on-the-job drug or alcohol use.
This workshop addresses these federal requirements
by providing supervisory personnel with a working
understanding of the federal CDL regulations,
including on-the-job probable cause procedures. In
addition to those supervisory personnel required to
attend, all township CDL employees should attend
this workshop to ensure that everyone is on the same
page regarding this important public safety training.
Click here for more information and to register.

CMV/CDL Records Management - Virtual Training
- 3/22/21
This virtual training workshop will review CMV/CDL
employee and vehicle paperwork, including preemployment inquiries regarding a CDL applicant's
records in the FMCSA Clearinghouse; requests for
CMV driver's license information from PennDOT;
annually reviewing each CDL drivers records in the
Clearinghouse; CMV daily vehicle inspection,
maintenance, and repair reports; the employer's
required policy on CDL drug and alcohol testing; and
a general overview of all the CDL regulations.This
class is eligible for 3 PMGA Public Works points.
Click here to register.
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