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Joint Task Force Addresses Vaccine Distribution Plan Change  

After the Health Department previously told providers to use shipped 2nd doses immediately to 
boost the number of people vaccinated, they are now saying those who followed their direction 
were wrong. Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout has been fraught with challenges, the 
latest of which is the use by some providers of Moderna doses intended to be used as second 
doses as first doses.  This issue threw a wrench into the state Department of Health’s logistics 
when it received orders for nearly 200,000 second doses for next week, essentially the entire 
Pennsylvania allocation. On investigation, the problem had begun weeks ago and had been 
building. Distribution of the Pfizer vaccine is unaffected.  

Faced with the possibility of not having any Moderna first doses available for next week, the 
Department met with the COVID-19 Vaccine Joint Task Force to evaluate options. The agreed 
upon solution was to go back to the original contingency plan to adjust the timing of the second 
dose in accordance with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines, which provides 
for a window for the second Moderna dose at 21 to 42 days after receiving the first shot. This 
will make some Moderna first doses available while ensuring that all patients receive their 
second dose within the allowable timeframe.  

This week, Pennsylvania will receive 183,575 first doses and 143,275 second doses. To date, 
82 percent of first doses and 38 percent of second doses have been administered. Click here 
for more.   

Commonwealth COVID-19 Enforcement for Week of February 8  

Pennsylvania State Police: Officers issued 59 warnings and 24 violations for failing to    

follow COVID-19 requirements after visiting 1,653 licensed liquor establishments. That brings 
the total violation count to 747 over the last 230 days.   

Pa. Department of State: The Bureau of Enforcement and Investigation 
performed 473 inspections of licensed professions’ compliance with COVID-19 mitigation 
requirements, opened 16 COVID-19-specific investigations, and distributed 1 warning letter and 
no compliance letters.   

https://www.media.pa.gov/pages/health-details.aspx?newsid=1298
https://www.psp.pa.gov/COVID-19/Pages/Enforcement.aspx
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/State-details.aspx?newsid=457

