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Pa. COVID-19 Measurement Numbers Down: 

Despite initial fears of a statewide post-holiday surge in COVID-19 cases, daily new cases have 
been gradually decreasing. The statewide COVID-19 case total now stands at 799,957, and 
while 44,546 new cases were reported this week, this is less than the prior week and continues 
the downward trend.   

The number of COVID-19 hospitalizations in Pennsylvania continued to decrease for the fifth 
week in a row, from 4,582 to 3,910. 790 of these patients are in an ICU, down from 950 the prior 
week. The number of COVID-19 patients on a ventilator statewide decreased for the third week 
in a row, from 583 to 492.   

Sadly, the total deaths attributed to COVID-19 in Pennsylvania have reached 20,526, including 
1,569 deaths reported this week, slightly more than in each of the two weeks prior. Nationally, 
deaths from COVID-19 have reached 412,592, with 21,657 deaths occurring in the last week.   

Pennsylvania’s statewide percent-positivity rate dropped for the second week in a row, from 
12.7% to 10.5%. 12 counties dropped under 10% for the first time in several weeks, while two 
other counties dropped to under 20%.  

 Counties with percent-positivity rates of more than 5% but less than 10%: 
Allegheny, Blair, Bucks, Cambria, Centre, Chester, Clarion, Delaware, Elk, Indiana, 
Mercer, Montgomery, Philadelphia, Somerset, Tioga, Venango, Warren, Washington, 
Westmoreland, and Wyoming.  
 Counties with percent-positivity rates of more than 20%: Forest and Montour.   

Click here for more county-specific information.     

Wolf Nominates Health Secretary, Physician General  

Gov. Tom Wolf has nominated his Alison Beam to serve as secretary of the state Department of 
Health and named Dr. Wendy Braund as interim acting physician general. Beam currently 
serves as deputy chief of staff to Wolf, coordinating resources across several departments and 
helping to coordinate the administration’s COVID-19 pandemic response. Braund currently 
serves as the COVID-19 response director for the department. Click here to learn more.   

 

  

 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Cases.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Monitoring-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-to-nominate-alison-beam-as-secretary-of-health-names-dr-wendy-braund-as-interim-acting-physician-general/

