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State Closes More Restaurants  

Pa. Department of Agriculture:  Last week, inspectors closed 15 restaurants after confirming 
they were operating in violation of COVID-19 orders, three of which were reopened after a 
reinspection to verify compliance. Between January 11 and 17, the Bureau of Food 
Safety performed 720 total inspections, 114 of which were complaint-driven and 107 of 
which were COVID-19-specific complaints. The bureau received 220 food facility COVID-19-
related complaints, 138 of which were referred to local and county health jurisdictions. Click 
here for more.    

Pennsylvania State Police: Officers issued 49 warnings and 36 violations for failing to follow 
COVID-19 requirements, including the suspension of in-person dining, after 
visiting 1,752 licensed liquor establishments between Monday, January 11, and 
Sunday, January 17. That brings the total violation count to 618 over the last 202 days (3 per day 
statewide). To view a summary of the number of checks and warnings issued by enforcement 
officers since July 1, click here and scroll down.        

Pa. Department of State: Between January 10 and January 17, the Bureau of Enforcement and 
Investigation performed 503 inspections of licensed professions’ compliance with COVID-19 
mitigation requirements. The bureau opened 21 investigations that were COVID-19-specific and 
distributed three warning letters and no compliance letters. Click here for more.    

Rite Aid to Provide Vaccinations to Residents of Long-Term Care Facilities  

The commonwealth has announced a new partnership with Rite Aid to administer COVID-19 
vaccinations to staff and residents of long-term care facilities and congregate care settings that 
are licensed by the state Department of Human Services and prioritized for vaccination but not 
included in the federal Pharmacy Partnership Program. The new partnership begins January 27, 
and Rite Aid will provide on-site vaccinations at facilities where residents served are not able to 
travel to clinic sites. Click here for more.  

Biden Signs Executive Orders on Masks, COVID-19 Response  

President Joe Biden signed an executive order to require the use of masks on federal property 
by federal employees and contractors. He also signed an executive order organizing and 
mobilizing the U.S. government to provide a unified and effective response to COVID-19, 
including creation of the position of COVID-19 Response Coordinator to coordinate the federal 
government’s effort to provide vaccines, testing, and response to the pandemic. The order 
requires agency heads to promptly bring any issues about the response to the COVID-19 
Response Coordinator for prompt resolution. Click here for more.   
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