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September 9, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Latest News
PennDOT Accepting Multimodal Grant Applications
The state Department of Transportation is now accepting applications for a new round of
Multimodal Transportation Fund grants. Applications are due November 6, 2020.
Townships and councils of governments may apply for these grants. Awards will be made
next year and funded in July 2021.
Projects that will be considered should coordinate local land use with transportation assets
to enhance existing communities; improve streetscape, lighting, sidewalk facilities, and
pedestrian safety; improve connectivity or use of existing transportation systems; or
advance transit-oriented-development. Click here to learn more.
Restaurants May Increase Indoor Occupancy
After months of operating at 25 percent indoor capacity, restaurants that self-certify that
they are complying with state orders to mitigate COVID-19 may increase indoor occupancy
to 50 percent beginning on September 21. Self-certified restaurants will be listed in a

searchable online commonwealth database. Restaurants will have until October 5 to selfcertify.
However, all sales of alcohol at restaurants must stop at 10 p.m. beginning on September
21. Click here to learn more. For frequently asked questions on the self-certification
process, click here.
In related news, Philadelphia finally lifted its ban on indoor dining yesterday and will now
allow limited indoor dining, with capacity restricted to 25 percent.
Commonwealth Makes Changes to States on Quarantine Advisory
The commonwealth has added North Carolina to, and removed California from, the list of
states that Pennsylvania residents are urged to quarantine for 14 days upon their return.
To view the advisory and the current list of states on the advisory, click here.
Commonwealth Implements $300 Additional Weekly Unemployment Benefit
The state Department of Labor and Industry announced that qualifying individuals who are
on unemployment will begin to receive the additional federal payment of $300 per week
tomorrow. The department implemented the FEMA Lost Wages Assistance ahead of
schedule. To learn more, click here.

Legislation & Policy
The Senate will convene for voting session
today, September 9. Watch session live here.

Senate Local Government Committee News
On September 8th the Senate Local Government Committee held a meeting and reported
the following township-related bills from committee:
HB 885 would amend the Public Works Contractors’ Bond Law of 1967 to eliminate the
ability to use alternative security instruments. HB 885 would also clarify that required
security must equal the contract amount with a performance bond, irrevocable letters of

credit, or an escrow account for contracts over $10,000.
HB 1582 would amend the Second Class Township Code to provide a board of
supervisors that has appointed a certified public accountant to perform the township’s
annual audit with the option of abolishing the township’s board of auditors. Future boards
of supervisors could restore the board of auditors. HB 1582 would also require the
adoption of a salary ordinance for township supervisors who hold employee positions in
the township.
HB 1647 would amend the local tax collection law to add language that if any taxpayer fails
to receive a tax notice during the first year of occupancy, they may request the taxing
district to require the tax collector to waive any penalties. This legislation would require the
tax collector to waive all penalties applied by the taxing district after being provided with a
copy of the taxpayer's deed showing the date of the property transfer and the taxpayer
would be required to pay the remaining real estate tax due.
HB 2536 would amend the Local Government Unit Debt Act (LGUDA) to authorize local
governments to use alternative tax anticipation notes that mature at the end of the next
fiscal year to help manage cash flow during the COVID-19 emergency.
HB 885, HB 1582, HB 1647, and HB 2536 are now before the Senate for their
consideration. The Association supports these bills and will continue to work with the
General Assembly to get them signed into law before the end of the 2019-2020 session.

Learn
Webinar - Updating Your Zoning Ordinances
To Address Emerging Trends & Changing
Needs - 9/9/20
Are your existing ordinances giving you the
flexibility and authority you need to address
emerging challenges like the implementation of
5G technology, the growth of short-term rentals,
urban agriculture, and accessory dwelling units?
If not, funding is available to update your
ordinances, and this presentation will help you
craft policy with the flexibility you need to
address these issues and the evolving needs of
your community. We'll discuss the specific
challenges these trends present to planning

officials and offer practical advice for how to
revise the ordinance to solve those challenges.
We'll also walk you through the revision process
and tell you how to get outside funding to
support it. Qualifies for 1 PMGA
Planning/Zoning Point. Click here to register.
2020 PAAZO Virtual Fall Seminar - 9/16/20
In the PAAZO (Virtual) Fall Seminar, learn from
experts on a wide variety of topics from the
comfort of your office or home. Among the
topics to be covered include enforcing
dimensional standards, ways in which your
township can simplify its zoning, and a recent
case update. You will also have an opportunity
to interact and network with colleagues around
the region. Eligible for 5 PMGA Planning/Zoning
points. Eligible for 5 CZO continuing education
points. Click here to register.
Webinar - Township Budgets: Where Are
They Now And What Will They Look Like In
2021 - 9/16/20
In this webinar, Terri Cunkle, who is a Local
Government Policy Specialist with DCED’s
Governor’s Center for Local Government
Services and a former township manager, will
review the impacts of COVID-19 on township
budgets thus far in 2020, provide projections for
the rest of the year, and help you prepare for
tough budgeting decisions for 2021. Qualifies
for 1.0 PMGA Administration Point. Click here to
register.

PSATS' Regional Forum - Lancaster County
(Virtual) - 9/23 & 29/20
In the PSATS (Virtual) Regional Forum –
Lancaster, learn from experts on a wide variety
of topics from the comfort of your office or
home. Among the topics to be covered include
fire service challenges, employment issues that
you may have missed during quarantine, how to
stretch your township public works budget, ways
in which your township can simplify zoning,
emergency management best practices, and
connecting with your community using Story
Maps. You will also have an opportunity to
interact and network with colleagues around the
region. Click here to register and view the full
agenda.
Webinar - Do You Have Illicit Discharges
From Your Public Works Facility? - 9/23/20
This webinar, presented by Mark Harman of
ARRO Engineering, will provide you with a
framework to assess your public works facility
for the potential of a high, medium, or low illicit
discharge event while providing simple
suggestions for mitigating potential threats. This
framework can also be utilized as a tool to
prepare for an MS4 audit by showing public
works staff how to present their facility to a
regulatory auditor. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public
Works Point. Click here to register.
2020 PAAZO Virtual Fall Seminar - 10/7/20
In this PAAZO (Virtual) Fall Seminar, learn from
experts on a wide variety of topics from the
comfort of your office or home. You will also
have an opportunity to interact and network with
colleagues around the region. The complele
agenda will be posted once it is finalized.
Eligible for 5 PMGA Planning/Zoning points.
Eligible for 5 CZO continuing education points.
Eligible for 5 CLE credits (additional fee per
credit hour). Click here to register.

Webinar - Fire And EMS Issues In Your
Township: A Panel Discussion - 10/7/20
It's no secret that many townships are struggling
to provide adequate fire and EMS services.
Attend this webinar to hear from and question a
panel of fire and EMS leaders ((1) William
Jenaway, Chair of Upper Merion Township
Board of Supervisors, President, MCATO,
President, Congressional Fire Services Institute
Board of Directors and President/Assistant
Chief, King of Prussia VFC; (2) Bruce Trego,
Pennsylvania State Fire Commissioner; and (3)
Jerry Ozog, Executive Director, Pennsylvania
Fire & Emergency Services Institute), and about
trends, best practices, and other public safety
issues, including leadership, funding,
volunteerism, consolidation and what recent
legislative efforts may mean for the future of fire
and EMS services in your township. Qualifies
for 1 PMGA Public Safety Point. Click here to
register.
For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.
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