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September 1, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Township Video News

COVID-19 has created a whole new set of challenges for employers, many of which will be
addressed at PSATS Virtual Human Resources and Labor Management Institute in
October. Labor law attorney Michael Miller of Eckert Seamans, the institute’s sponsor,
joins us for a preview. (7:28)

Latest News
Wolf Extends COVID-19 Emergency Declaration for Another 90 days
Yesterday, Gov. Tom Wolf extended the March 6, 2020 Proclamation of Disaster
Emergency for another 90 days. All directives, authorized actions, and provisions of the
proclamation and the June 3, 2020, extension remain in full force and effect.
Commonwealth Adds States to Quarantine Advisory
The commonwealth has added Hawaii, Illinois, and South Dakota to the list of states that
Pennsylvania residents are urged to quarantine for 14 days upon their return. To view the
advisory and the current list of states on the advisory, click here.
Wolf Calls for Mandatory Paid Sick and Family Leave
Gov. Tom Wolf held a press conference yesterday calling for the General Assembly to
approve paid sick and family leave for workers who need to miss work for an illness or to
care for a family member. Read full story.
Townships May Apply for Alternative Fuels Grants
The Energy Programs Office of the state Department of Environmental Protection is
accepting grant applications under the Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant Program to
improve the air quality in Pennsylvania and reduce consumption of imported oil through the
use of homegrown alternative fuels. Read full story.
USDA Provides Federal Resources for Rural Communities
Rural townships looking for resources to help their residents and businesses impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic can find a number of resources available online for housing and
utility assistance. To learn more, click here.

The September Issue of the Township News
Explores Public Safety Issues
A solid partnership between townships and
volunteer fire companies is the foundation of
safer communities. This month’s issue of the
Township News magazine looks at the legal
connection of that relationship, as well as
workers’ comp for firefighters and
communication tools for alerting the public to
emergencies. Other articles in this issue explore
the economic effects of COVID-19 on township
budgets, pandemic preparation tips, and
PSATS’ new virtual services. Subscribers to the
News can access their digital copy by signing in
to connect.psats.org and clicking on the "Your
Monthly Magazine Just Went Digital" box.
Not yet a subscriber? You can check out the
free cover article here and learn how to
subscribe to the News here.
Final Push to Get Every Pennsylvanian Counted in the 2020 Census Has Begun
PSATS distributed the following press release statewide in a final attempt to reach
Pennsylvanians that have not filled out their 2020 Census form. We are encouraging all
townships to consider releasing a similar message to local media outlets.
The Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS) and township
officials across the state are urging everyone in the commonwealth to fill out the U.S.
Census form and make sure friends, family, and neighbors are also counted. Residents
can respond to the form by mail, by phone, or online until September 30, 2020. Census
takers are also going door to door throughout Pennsylvania.
“The nation is entering the final weeks to get everyone counted in the 2020 Census by the
September 30 deadline,” PSATS Executive Director David M. Sanko says. “With critical
funding to our communities at stake, it is important that every Pennsylvanian is counted.”
Because the U.S. Constitution mandates a census count every 10 years, PSATS, in
conjunction with township officials statewide, is promoting Constitution Day (September
17) as Township CENSUS 2020 Response Day.
Click here to read more.

Legislation & Policy
The House will conven for session today,
September 1st. Watch session live here.
This week, the House is expected to take up
changes to the state’s Election Code including,
but not limited to additional options for voters to
cast their ballots, enhancements to the security
of the voting process, and measures to ensure
accurate results are reported in a timely
manner.

Learn
Developing Your Township Budget - 9/2/20 Montgomery Co.
This class will provide proven and effective
methods and techniques to help new and
veteran township supervisors, secretaries,
treasurers, managers, road masters and public
works officials develop budgets that work. This
course is eligible for 2.5 PMGA Administration
Points. Click here to register.
Webinar - EM For The Real World - Making It
Work - 9/2/20
You’ve got a Emergency Management
Coordinator…do you know who it is? You’ve got
a plan…do you know what it says? You’ve
checked all the boxes…but are you prepared?
Emergency Management is so much more than
just filling a position and having a plan…let’s
chat! Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public Safety Point.
Click here to register.

CDL - Probable Cause Training For CDL
Supervisory Personnel - Virtual Training 9/8/20
Participants will learn what to do if they suspect
or verify that a CDL employee is under the
influence of drugs and/or alcohol while on duty.
Each attendee will receive a comprehensive
student handout packet containing relevant
instructional material. Each participant who
completes the workshop will receive a certificate
of attendance at supervisory personnel training
for permanent retention in their employer's files.
This training is required at least once for all
personnel who have any supervisory
responsibilities for CDL employees. All your
CDL and CMV employees will benefit from
attending this workshop. Eligible for 3 PMGA
Public Safety points. Click here to register.
2020 Virtual Fall Solicitors Seminar - 9/8/20
In this two-hour Solicitors (Virtual) Fall Seminar,
learn from experts on ways township solicitors
can aid their townships unlock the value of
passive public assets through solar
development and about handling challenging
ethics issues during these unprecedented times.
Eligible for 2 Hours CLE (1 Substantive & 1
Ethics) and/or 2 Administrative PMGA points.
Click here to register and view full agenda.
CMV/CDL Records Management - Virtual
Training - 9/15/20
This virtual training workshop will review
CMV/CDL employee and vehicle paperwork,
including pre-employment inquiries regarding a
CDL applicant's records in the FMCSA Clearing
House; requests for CMV driver's license
information from PennDOT; annually reviewing
each CDL drivers records in the Clearing
House; CMV daily vehicle inspection,
maintenance, and repair reports; the employer's
required policy on CDL drug and alcohol testing;
and a general overview of all the CDL
regulations. This class is eligible for 3 PMGA
Public Safety points. Click here to register.

Webinar - Social Media Tips And Tricks 9/29/20
For some townships, the thought of creating a
social media strategy can be scary. But it
doesn’t have to be. In this webinar, learn from
Linda Rooney of Dandelions Digital about ways
in which townships can best use social media to
communicate with their residents, whether in a
crisis situation or for everyday outreach, as well
as what “must-haves” should be included in the
township’s social media policy. This course is
eligible for 1 PMGA Administration Point. Click
here to register.
PSATS' Regional Forum - Lancaster County
(Virtual) - 9/23 & 29/20
In the PSATS (Virtual) Regional Forum –
Lancaster, learn from experts on a wide variety
of topics from the comfort of your office or
home. Among the topics to be covered include
fire service challenges, employment issues that
you may have missed during quarantine, how to
stretch your township public works budget, ways
in which your township can simplify zoning,
emergency management best practices, and
connecting with your community using Story
Maps. You will also have an opportunity to
interact and network with colleagues around the
region. Click here to register and view full
agenda.
For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.
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