September 16, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Latest News
Department of Health States That Many COVID Mitigation Measures Remain in Place
State Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine stated yesterday that despite a recent federal
court decision declaring some of Gov. Tom Wolf’s COVID mitigation orders
unconstitutional (crowd sizes and prohibited gatherings), other mitigation measures remain
in place. Read full story.

Townships Should Display Federal
Coronavirus Leave Poster
Townships should be aware that the U.S.
Department of Labor has a labor law poster on
employee rights regarding the federal Families
First Coronavirus Response Act, which provides
for up to two weeks of paid sick leave for
qualifying reasons related to COVID-19.
Townships should display the poster with other
required state and federal labor law posters.
The poster is available from the department free
of charge by clicking here. To learn more about
the paid leave requirements, click here.

Department of Agriculture Releases COVID-19 Restaurant Enforcement Numbers
The state Department of Agriculture has released COVID-19 restaurant enforcement
actions taken during the period of September 7-13. Read full story.
Butler Regional Forum Happening Soon and
Last Call for Lancaster Regional Forum!
Township supervisors and administrators in
Butler County and surrounding counties should
be sure to register for the PSATS Virtual
Regional Forum – Butler happening September
30 and take advantage of this incredible
learning and networking opportunity.
Topics to be covered include fire service
challenges, post-COVID HR and employment
issues, how to stretch your township public
works budget, the Right-to-Know Law, municipal
“Jeopardy,” and more.
And Lancaster region, don’t forget! The
Lancaster Virtual Regional Forum is happening
next Wednesday, September 23.
Log on and join us for this great opportunity! For
Butler’s agenda and to register, click here. To

see the full list of sessions, go to the PSATS
Regional Forums page.

Legislation & Policy
The House will convene for voting session
today, September 16. Watch session live here.
House Approves Municipal Financial
Recovery Plan Extension Legislation
On September 15, the House unanimously
approved HB 2548 which would authorize
municipalities currently in distressed financial
status under the Municipalities Financial
Recovery Act to extend their recovery plan by
18 months. HB 2548 is now awaiting committee
assignment in the Senate.
EQB Votes to Approve Regional Green House Gas Initiative
On Tuesday, the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) approved a draft regulation for
Pennsylvania to enter the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). The board’s vote
begins the next phase in the regulatory process. The draft will be open for a 60-day public
comment period.
As was previously reported, HB 2025, which would create the Pennsylvania Carbon
Dioxide Cap and Trade Authorization Act, was approved by the House and the Senate and
will be presented to the Governor. This legislation would clarify that the Administration
does not have the authority to join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) and
would prohibit the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) from joining RGGI
without Legislative approval.

Learn

2020 TEMA Virtual Fall Forum
This is a separate 2-day virtual event that is
designed to meet the educational needs and
busy schedules of all those responsible for your
municipality’s emergency management
program, including elected officials, municipal
managers, road crew/public works personnel,
and emergency management coordinators
(EMCs).
The first presentation will be held on the
mornings of September 17 & 18 and will include
a flooding exercise. The second presentation
will be held on the mornings of October 8 & 9
and will include a power outage exercise. To
register, click on a date below.
2020 TEMA Fall Forum - Virtual - 9/17-18/20
2020 TEMA Fall Forum - Virtual - 10/8-9/20
COVID-19 and Special Events/Needs on
State Routes - LTAP Virtual Drop-in - 9/17/20
Join LTAP for the COVID-19 and Special
Events/Needs on State Routes Virtual Drop-in
on Thursday, September 17, from Noon to 1
p.m. This session will present an overview of
the process, regulations, and guidelines to work
with PennDOT for the required permits for usual
activities like 5k races and parades. Further
discussion will address what are appropriate
activities/actions that PennDOT will consider on
State Routes, which activities will require
approval by the FHWA and examples from
around PA. Click here to register.

Webinar - Do You Have Illicit Discharges
From Your Public Works Facility? - 9/23/20
This webinar, presented by Mark Harman of
ARRO Engineering, will provide you with a
framework to assess your public works facility
for the potential of a high, medium, or low illicit
discharge event while providing simple
suggestions for mitigating potential threats. This
framework can also be utilized as a tool to
prepare for an MS4 audit by showing public
works staff how to present their facility to a
regulatory auditor. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public
Works Point. Click here to register.
2020 PAAZO Virtual Fall Seminar - 9/30/20
In this PAAZO (Virtual) Fall Seminar, learn from
experts on a wide variety of topics from the
comfort of your office or home. Among the
topics to be covered include enforcing floodplain
regulations, zoning in the age of e-tail and
ensuring proper enforcement of ordinances.
You will also have an opportunity to interact and
network with colleagues around the region.
Eligible for 5 PMGA Planning/Zoning points.
Eligible for 5 CZO continuing education points.
Eligible for 5 CLE continuing education points.
Click here to register.
PSATS' Regional Forum - Butler County (Virtual) - 9/30/20
In the PSATS (Virtual) Regional Forum – Butler,
learn from experts on a wide variety of topics
from the comfort of your office or home. Among
the topics to be covered include fire service
challenges, post-COVID HR and employment
issues, how to stretch your township public
works budget, the Right-to-Know Law, municipal
“Jeopardy,” and more. You will also have an
opportunity to interact and network with
colleagues around the region. Click here to
register and view the full agenda.

Webinar - Managing The Sharing Economy 10/14/20
In this webinar, presented by Daniel Mallinson
and Goktug Morcol of Penn State University,
you will learn how municipalities are managing
the sharing economy, which includes such
emerging services as ride sharing, bike sharing,
and short-term rentals. Township officials will
also be encouraged to share how their
communities are addressing such platforms as
Uber, Lyft, and Airbnb. Qualifies for 1 PMGA
Planning/Zoning Point. Click here to register.
For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.
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