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September 15, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Township Video News

PSATS Executive Director Dave Sanko reflects on his recent trips to four townships, where
members got a pat on the back and he got to see first-hand the great things they’re
accomplishing for their communities. Could your township be next? (2:58)

Latest News
Federal Judge Rules Stay-at-Home, Business Closure Orders Unconstitutional
Yesterday, a federal district judge in Pittsburgh ruled that some of the mitigation orders of
the Wolf Administration are unconstitutional. The ruling held that:
- Limits of 25 people for indoor and 250 for outdoor gatherings in the July 15 order violate
the First Amendment;
- The stay-at-home and business closure orders violate the due process clause of the 14th
Amendment; and
- Business closure orders violate the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment.
Gov. Tom Wolf’s office stated that it will seek a stay of the decision and file an appeal.
Click here for more coverage of this issue and click here for a link to the case.
Commonwealth Makes Changes to States on Quarantine Advisory
The commonwealth has removed Hawaii, North Carolina, and Texas from the list of states
that Pennsylvania residents are urged to quarantine for 14 days upon their return. To view
the advisory and the current list of states on the advisory, click here.
Nominations for the Small Town America Civic Volunteer Award are due on TODAY
The Small Town America Civic Volunteer Award program will recognize and honor the top
100 national nominees, who will be selected by an expert panel of judges. CivicPlus will
provide custom websites and 12 months of complimentary annual services to each of the
local governments represented by these honorees. In addition, CivicPlus will distribute
cash awards of $5,000 (second runner up), $7,500 (first runner up), and $10,000 to the
national Small Town America Civic Volunteer Award winner. Awards will be made directly
to the local governments represented by the award winners, and are intended to support
the retention and recruitment of local public service volunteers. Click here for more
information.
LTAP Host Virtual Drop-In Session on Thursday at Noon
Join LTAP for the COVID-19 and Special Events/Needs on State Routes Virtual Drop-in on
Thursday, September 17, from Noon to 1 p.m. This session will present an overview of the
process, regulations, and guidelines to work with PennDOT for the required permits for
usual activities like 5k races and parades. Further discussion will address what are
appropriate activities/actions that PennDOT will consider on State Routes, which activities
will require approval by the FHWA and examples from around PA. Click here to register.

Urge Your Township Residents to Complete
the Census by Constitution Day
Reminder: To help promote the census, PSATS
has designated this Thursday, September 17
(Constitutions Day), as “Township CENSUS
2020 Response Day.” With only a few days left
to fill out your 2020 Census, please use this
Thursday as a final push to rally township
residents to return their census by reminding
them of the reasons why they live in townships
— good schools, safe communities, low taxes,
and recreational opportunities — and the
importance of counting everyone in their
community. Remember, your township’s
population count for the next decade is at stake!
PSATS has created a flyer and a logo that
townships can use to promote Township
CENSUS 2020 Response Day to their
residents.

Legislation & Policy
The House will convene for voting session
today, September 15. Watch session live here.

PSATS Supports Right-to-Know Law Reforms; Contact Your Senator Today!
The PSATS Grassroots Network has a new tool that will make it easier for you to contact
your legislators, view updates on legislation important to townships, and more! Click on the
image below to view a short video on this new Grassroots tool: We are now asking you to
contact your Senator today to ask them to support two very important Right-to-Know Law
bills that are currently before the Senate State Government Committee.
The first, HB 283 would amend the Right-to-Know Law to allow agencies, including

townships, to ask if a records request is going to be used for commercial purposes and, if
so, to charge additional fees to offset costs for such requests.
The second, HB 860 would amend the Right-to-Know Law to clarify that personal financial
information like W-2s and payroll deductions are exempt from the act. HB 860 would also
exempt an agency’s account numbers, credit card numbers, and PIN numbers from
disclosure. Additionally, an amendment is expected to be offered to this bill which would
address “problem” requestors and provide agencies, including townships, a way to deal
with these repetitive or nuisance requests.
Both bills are at a critical point in the legislative process and we need your help. After
overwhelmingly passing the House, these bills have stalled in the Senate. With just a few
days remaining in this session, it is more important than ever to contact your state
Senators NOW to request their support of these bills.
Click here to use the new grassroots tool to easily contact your Senator today. Once you
are logged in click on the "Grassroots" tab and then "take action." (You will need your
PSATS username and password to access the tool. Email memberservices@psats.org if
you need assistance)

Learn

2020 PAAZO Virtual Fall Seminar - 9/16/20
In the PAAZO (Virtual) Fall Seminar, learn from
experts on a wide variety of topics from the
comfort of your office or home. Among the
topics to be covered include enforcing
dimensional standards, ways in which your
township can simplify its zoning, and a recent
case update. You will also have an opportunity
to interact and network with colleagues around
the region.
Eligible for 5 PMGA Planning/Zoning points.
Eligible for 5 CZO continuing education points.
Eligible for 5 CLE continuing education points.
Click here to register.
Webinar - Township Budgets: Where Are
They Now And What Will They Look Like In
2021 - 9/16/20
In this webinar, Terri Cunkle, who is a Local
Government Policy Specialist with DCED’s
Governor’s Center for Local Government
Services and a former township manager, will
review the impacts of COVID-19 on township
budgets thus far in 2020, provide projections for
the rest of the year, and help you prepare for
tough budgeting decisions for 2021. Qualifies
for 1.0 PMGA Administration Point. Click here to
register.
Webinar - Social Media Tips And Tricks 9/29/20
For some townships, the thought of creating a
social media strategy can be scary. But it
doesn’t have to be. In this webinar, learn from
Linda Rooney of Dandelions Digital about ways
in which townships can best use social media to
communicate with their residents, whether in a
crisis situation or for everyday outreach, as well
as what “must-haves” should be included in the
township’s social media policy. This course is
eligible for 1 PMGA Administration Point. Click
here to register.

PSATS' Regional Forum - Lancaster County
(Virtual) - 9/23 & 29/20
In the PSATS (Virtual) Regional Forum –
Lancaster, learn from experts on a wide variety
of topics from the comfort of your office or
home. Among the topics to be covered include
fire service challenges, employment issues that
you may have missed during quarantine, how to
stretch your township public works budget, ways
in which your township can simplify zoning,
emergency management best practices, and
connecting with your community using Story
Maps.
You will also have an opportunity to interact and
network with colleagues around the region.
Click here to register and view the full agenda.
Human Resources And Labor Management
Institute - Virtual - 10/13-14/20
This online class is a two-day virtual event and
is a must-attend for anyone who has
responsibility for HR and personnel
management in their township.
This class is eligible for 6 PMGA Administration
points and 6 CLE Credits (additional fee of
$15.00 per credit). Click here to register.
For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.
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