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When Floyd Neiderhiser talks about Cook Township in Westmoreland County, you can just hear the smile in his voice.


Born and raised there, the township supervisor spends his days nurturing the place he loves, a small rural community with a little more than 2,000 residents. As the roadmaster, he tends to its roads. And as a dedicated public servant, 

Neiderhiser has been known to mow the grass around the community center, the hub of township activity.


“I’ve always been very proud of my community,” he says, “and I still am.”

Serving country and community


That’s why when a few neighbors approached him to run for office some 30 years ago, Neiderhiser didn’t hesitate. After serving his country — he volunteered to fight in Vietnam — the father of five returned home with a desire to serve his community.


“Service runs in the family,” he says, noting that his brother once held the job of township supervisor. “We’re not a big community or a wealthy community, but we have a lot of great people here, and we’ve been able to accomplish a lot.”


Neiderhiser, for instance, has made it his mission to improve the township’s roads, which at one time were nothing more than narrow, muddy passages. “All of our roads are in better shape,” he says. “We’ve put gravel on a lot of them, paved others, and fixed the erosion problems. Now they’re passable.”


And with natural gas drillers knocking on doors in the community, the township has taken another step to protect its roads: It recently posted and bonded them, Neiderhiser says. 


“Drilling is a blessing to some, not to others, but the way I look at it, it’s going to happen and it’s going to be here for at least 100 years easily,” he says. “Our job is to prepare for it and address it the best way we can.”


This, however, isn’t the first time that Cook Township has dealt with a community-changing experience. A decade ago, the school district closed down the local elementary school, where generations of children had been educated. The building didn’t sit vacant for long, though.


Neiderhiser says that soon after the school’s closure, the township supervisors took over the 13-acre complex, turning it into a community and recreation center. Today, receptions, banquets, historical society meetings, and dance lessons are held inside the former school. Outside, the facility features ballfields, tennis courts, a picnic pavilion, and a walking trail.


The complex, still a work in progress, has been a labor of love for Neiderhiser and his neighbors, many of whom have volunteered to improve the building and its grounds.


“It’s a very active place,” the supervisor says, adding that the center, much like the old school, is bringing people together. “Communities need community.”

Moving on


Next January, Neiderhiser will be hanging up his supervisor’s hat. Although his time in office has been fulfilling, he’s ready to move on. “It’s time for someone else to take over,” he says.


Fellow supervisor Walter Piper will be sad to see him go. “We’ll be losing a good guy,” he says, “but if that’s what he wants to do, that’s what he should do.”


Neiderhiser plans to do some traveling — California, New England, and New Mexico are on his list — but he will always return to Cook Township. And when he does, his door will be wide open.


“The other supervisors know they can call me anytime,” he says, “and if they need a hand, I’m here to help. Sure, I’ll miss it, but I’m not going anywhere. They’re going to see me. I’m going to be active.”
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