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The Army opened a lot of doors for Fred Hatton. He traveled the world and became skilled in computers and electronics.


Eventually, though, the time arrived for Hatton to say goodbye to his 20-year military career and put down roots with his family. But where?


Although he swore that he would never return to Pennsylvania, Hatton found that he couldn’t stop thinking about the place where he was born and raised: Blooming Grove Township in Pike County.


“It’s one of the nicest places I’ve ever been,” the 72-year-old says today.


Enticed by the scenery and good schools, Hatton decided to give the township another try. In the early 1980s, Hatton returned to the family’s homestead, established in the 1850s, with his wife and children and hasn’t looked back.


You see, fate is a funny thing: It brought Fred Hatton back to his hometown and propelled him into public service, a career that has spanned three decades and includes a long list of accomplishments.

Shaping the township 

for the future

Strong-minded. Knowledgeable. Dedicated.


That’s how fellow Blooming Grove Township supervisor Randy Schmalzle describes Hatton, a determined forward-thinker who introduced employees to his specialty: technology.


“Fred brought the township to the next level,” Schmalzle says. “He’s been really instrumental in shaping the township for the future and maintaining our quality of life.”


While still in the Army, Hatton had worked on one of the nation’s first general-purpose computers. Yet, when he returned home and became a township supervisor, he walked into a situation where many of the employees worked from home without the benefit of computers. On top of that, the township’s small municipal building was open only a few hours a month when meetings were held. Records, in some cases, were stored in shoe boxes.


With growth on the horizon — nature lovers, retirees, and out-of-staters were all discovering Blooming Grove Township — Hatton knew things had to change.


He started by introducing computers. In fact, the township was the first in the county to have them, Hatton says proudly. Eventually, thanks to a healthy real estate market at the time, the township collected enough transfer tax revenues to expand the municipal building, improve roads and drainage, and purchase new and better equipment. 


“We paid cash for everything. We didn’t take out any loans or get any grants. It’s all ours,” Hatton says. The township has one of the lowest tax rates (1.5 mills) in the state and a healthy savings account balance. “We’ve been really smart with our money.”


Hatton’s time in the military also convinced him that the township needed one other thing: zoning. 


During his travels, he had seen the negative impact of uncontrolled and unmanaged development in other parts of the world. Hatton didn’t want the same thing to happen in his community. It took three years of meetings and public education, but the township finally passed its zoning ordinance in December 1989. 


“We took a lot of time on our ordinance to write, rewrite, and argue over it, but it’s been a good thing,” Hatton says.


He also was determined to improve public safety with a countywide 9-1-1 system. With so much growth occurring in his township and others nearby, 
Hatton didn’t want an emergency to turn into a tragedy simply because a first responder couldn’t locate a site.


“We didn’t have any standards — some places had address signs, some didn’t,” Hatton says. “It was an emergency nightmare so we kept after the county.”


And under Hatton’s guidance, the township took things a step further. All property owners were required to purchase and install standardized address signs. “Now we’re the only township in the county where you can drive down the road and find every property,” the supervisor says.


Still, the township hasn’t escaped controversy. Hatton says residents weren’t thrilled when a strip mall with about 15 shops, including a grocery store, came to town. And they weren’t happy about a proposed fuel storage transfer station either.


Hatton handled these situations the only way he knew how: with fairness and diplomacy. “We had residents picketing the strip mall, but now everyone shops there,” he says. “And the best thing is, we don’t have to drive 20 miles to get a quart of milk anymore.”

Slowing down


With three decades of public service under his belt, Hatton says he’s ready to slow down. His current term, which expires in December, will be his last.


He plans to devote more time to his part-time business, which surprisingly has nothing to do with computers or technology. Hatton buys and restores spinning wheels. He also may do some traveling, but not much.


“We traveled so much early on in our marriage that we’re not much interested in going anywhere,” says Hatton, who oversees a small 40-acre farm. “I’m never leaving here.”


Fellow supervisor Randy Schmalzle says that Hatton is going to leaving a gaping hole when he leaves. “Fred is definitely going to be missed.”
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