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A new wind is blowing through Taylor Township in Centre County. The supervisors of the small, rural community of about 900 residents have struggled to maintain roads and bridges on a budget mostly made up of liquid fuels funds.



“The township is residential, with no real commercial business,” longtime supervisor and chairman Richard Beckwith says, “but now we’re getting money from a new wind farm. We get real estate taxes from the generating plant and funds from the power generation.”



The extra income is welcome to the township of roughly 30 square miles. The supervisors are hoping to use the new revenue to purchase land and erect a municipal building and garage. Beckwith says the extra funds will also come in handy when the snow starts to fly.


“We’ve always treated our roads with ashes from a coal plant, but the plant is closing,” he says. “We’ll probably have to start using salt, and that will cost money.”

Getting the job done



Beckwith is a no-nonsense kind of guy who entered public office somewhat reluctantly more than three decades ago.



“Two planning board members told me I should run for supervisor,” he says. “I told them I was too young and didn’t know anything about townships.”



The 75-year-old doesn’t recall exactly how his name ended up on the ballot, just that he got elected and has been in office ever since. 



While keeping his eye on township business, Beckwith also worked for Chicago Rivet & Machine Co. for many years and was a bus driver for Fullington Trailways on the weekends, a job he continues to this day.



Former secretary-treasurer Michele Reese, who is also Beckwith’s niece, attests to her uncle’s hard-working nature.



“He’s intent on getting the job done,” she says. “He had a hip replacement in April, and even from the sidelines, he was checking on the roads and making sure things were getting done. He still goes out at four in the morning to plow roads.”

‘He knows what he’s doing’



Beckwith’s no-nonsense attitude can work both for and against him. On the one hand, he worked hard to bring that wind farm to the area so that the township could benefit from tax revenue.



The Sandy Ridge wind farm consists of 25 wind turbines in an area extending from Snyder Township in Blair County into Taylor and Rush townships in Centre County.



“He went to all of the county commissioners’ meetings to make sure everything went smoothly,” Reese says.



On the other hand, however, his knowledge of township government and what can and can’t be done can sometimes cause friction with the other supervisors.



“I’m the kind of guy that no matter what the others say, if we don’t all agree on something, we don’t do it,” Beckwith says. “So far, we’ve mostly been agreeing.”



Reese acknowledges the occasional tension but says that once the supervisors are all on the same page, they get the work done. The desire for a township building, for example, has them all working to find land to bring that project to fruition.



In fact, it’s that endeavor that prompted Beckwith to run for supervisor once again this year.



“I want to see us get the land and the buildings from the windmill money,” he says. “The trouble is, the people around here don’t want to sell their land. They’re mostly retired folks who live on what they call ‘homesteads.’”



While he searches for that elusive property, Beckwith will continue to do what he has always done: listen to residents and do what he can to give them what they want.



“He knows what he is doing and works with residents who have issues,” Reese says. “If it’s something he can’t answer, he’ll send them to the people who can.


“I’m glad he’s getting recognized,” she adds. “It says something when someone keeps getting put back in office. He has the trust of the residents.”

