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August 3, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News
Library is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Learn
Today's PSATS Morning News provides information on the seminars, virtual conference, in
person classes, virtual classes and webinars that PSATS will be offering in August.
If you would like to view PSATS’ educational offerings online, please go to learn.psats.org.
For questions, please contact PSATS at 717-763-0930
Seminars

PSATS' Regional Forum
In the PSATS Virtual Regional Forums, learn
from experts on a wide variety of topics from the
comfort of your office or home. Each Virtual
Regional Forum has a different agenda so now
that travel time is not a factor be sure to check
to see which one(s) interest you the most.
PSATS' Regional Forum - Lycoming County (Virtual) - 8/13 & 8/20
PSATS' Regional Forum - Bedford County (Virtual) - 8/27/20
Virtual Conference
These conference workshops are eligible for the
Conference All Access Pass, Click here for
details.
An Update On The Right-To-Know Law Virtual - 8/3/20
Procurement Best Practices For Proven
Results - Virtual - 8/3/20

What Has Your Building Code Official Done
For You Lately? - Virtual - 8/6/20
Meet Pollutant Reduction Goals With
Floodplain Restoration - Virtual - 8/6/20
PennDOT's Traffic Safety & Operations Funding Programs - Virtual - 08/07/2020
Cable Franchising In The Wake Of The FCC's 2019 Order - Virtual - 8/10/20
Establish "Street Cred" With GPS Database Management - Virtual - 8/10/20
Transparency & Communication In Local Government - Virtual - 8/12/20
Keeping Your Township Out Of Headlines: Tips To Avoid Fraud - Virtual - 8/13/20

The PUC And Your Municipality - Virtual - 8/13/20
Trenchless Pipe Rehabilitation - What Are My Options? - Virtual - 08/14/2020
Residential Traffic Management In 2020 - Virtual - 8/17/20
Workers' Compensation And Volunteer Fire Companies - Virtual - 8/20/20
Real Estate Tax Collection In Pennsylvania - Virtual - 8/20/20
Bidding Basics & Beyond - Virtual - 8/24/20
Stormwater BMP Inspections - Virtual - 8/24/20
So Where Is The Ambulance? - Virtual - 8/26/20
Removing Barriers To Adaptive Reuse Of Older Buildings - Virtual - 8/27/20
Public And Private Partnerships Enhance Parks/Rec. Programs - Virtual - 8/27/20
Cyber Security Awareness Training - Virtual - 8/31/20
In Person Classes
Developing Your Township Budget
This class will provide proven and effective
methods and techniques to help new and
veteran township supervisors, secretaries,
treasurers, managers, road masters and public
works officials develop budgets that work. This
course is eligible for 2.5 PMGA Administration
Points.
•
•
•
•
•
•

8/25/20 - Cumberland County
8/26/20 - Crawford County
8/27/20 - Westmoreland County
9/2/20 - Montgomery County
9/9/20 - Centre County
9/14/20 - Luzerne County

Flagger Training - 8/12/20 - Huntingdon
County
This instructor-led flagger training will be
conducted for individuals who have flagging
responsibilities on ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. Others who would benefit from this
course include: utility companies working on low
volume roads, law enforcement personnel,
municipal managers and elected officials (to
understand the importance, and for budgeting
purposes). This in-person training is eligible for
2 PMGA Public Works points. Click here to
register.
Flagger Training - 8/14/20 - Beaver County
This instructor-led flagger training will be
conducted for individuals who have flagging
responsibilities on ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. Others who would benefit from this
course include: utility companies working on low
volume roads, law enforcement personnel,
municipal managers and elected officials (to
understand the importance, and for budgeting
purposes). This in-person training is eligible for
2 PMGA Public Works points. Click here to
register.
Flagger Training - 8/14/20 - Berks Co. (P.M.
Session)
This instructor-led flagger training will be
conducted for individuals who have flagging
responsibilities on ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. Others who would benefit from this
course include: utility companies working on low
volume roads, law enforcement personnel,
municipal managers and elected officials (to
understand the importance, and for budgeting
purposes). This in-person training is eligible for
2 PMGA Public Works points. Click here to
register.
Virtual Classes

PSATS Summer/Fall 2020 QuickBooks
Series
These virtual QuickBooks sessions are a great
opportunity to learn about specific ways to use
QuickBooks to bring greater efficiency and
value to your township. From using QuickBooks
for budgeting and meeting reports to preparing
for the township audit or year-end reporting,
these classes will cover a wide variety of
important QuickBooks functions.
•

•
•
•
•

August 27 – “How to Use Customers
and Classes for Grants and
Reimburseables”
September 24 – “Budgets and
QuickBooks”
October 29 – “Using QuickBooks for
Meeting and Year-End Reports”
November 19 – “Getting Ready for the
Township Audit”
December 17 – “Year-End Employee
Functions”

Click here for more information and to register.
CDL - Probable Cause Training For CDL
Supervisory Personnel - Virtual Training 8/4/20
Participants will learn what to do if they suspect
or verify that a CDL employee is under the
influence of drugs and/or alcohol while on duty.
Each attendee will receive a comprehensive
student handout packet containing relevant
instructional material. Each participant who
completes the workshop will receive a certificate
of attendance at supervisory personnel training
for permanent retention in their employer's files.
This training is required at least once for all
personnel who have any supervisory
responsibilities for CDL employees. All your
CDL and CMV employees will benefit from
attending this workshop. Eligible for 3 PMGA
Public Safety points. Click here to register.

CMV/CDL Records Management - Virtual
Training - 8/11/20
This workshop will review CMV/CDL employee
and vehicle paperwork, including preemployment inquiries regarding a CDL
applicant's past drug and alcohol test results
and driving safety reports; requests for CMV
driver's license information; annually reviewing
each CMV driver's qualification to continue
driving; CMV daily vehicle inspection,
maintenance, and repair reports; the employer's
required policy on CDL drug and alcohol testing;
and a general overview of all the CDL
regulations. This class is eligible for 3 PMGA
Public Safety points. Click here to register.
The Township Role In Emergency
Management - Virtual Training - 8/18/20
One of the most fundamental responsibilities of
every township is to protect the health, welfare,
and safety of its residents. Whatever the natural
and man-made hazards your township faces, it
must prepare to “handle them all”. And while the
leadership of the Board of Supervisors is crucial
to the ultimate success of your emergency
management responsibilities, so, too, is the
active involvement of your township’s appointed
Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC)
and the rest of your emergency management
team. This course will provide detailed
instructions on how to structure your emergency
management team and make an emergency
operations plan (EOP) that is responsive to the
threats faced by your township. This course is
eligible for 3 PMGA Public Safety Points.Click
here to register.
PSATS Virtual Boot Camp
Created just for you — newly elected (or
veteran) supervisors, other newly elected
officials, and new secretaries/managers. Learn
the everyday tasks necessary to manage a
municipality and explore the tools and resources
available to help you do your job successfully.
Click here to register.

Webinars
Note: These Webinars are Eligible for the Webinar PowerPass.
Webinar - Don't Wait: How To Prepare Now
For The Next Crisis - 8/5/20
The best way to handle a crisis is to prevent it.
The second best way is to be prepared for it.
Having a crisis plan in place before a crisis
happens is key to getting your township on the
road to recovery. Attend this session led by an
accredited public relations counselor to learn:
the stages of a crisis; how to go about creating
a crisis plan; must-have content for your crisis
plan; and best practices for effective
communication during a crisis. Click here to
register.
Webinar - How To Manage Utilities In ROWs
In 2020 - 8/12/20
Numerous companies have facilities or wish to
install new facilities in the narrow ribbon of real
estate known as the public rights-of-way. Yet,
townships are charged with the task of
managing these facilities to protect public
safety. This webinar will review how to balance
those competing interests, including by covering
three major legal rulings that have
fundamentally altered the ability of townships to
perform this task--the 2019 PA Supreme Court
decision in City of Lancaster v. PUC, the 2019
FCC Cable Franchise Order, and the 2018 FCC
Wireless Order. Click here to register.
Webinar - Best Practices For Municipal
Records Retention - 8/19/20
Is your township struggling to get a good handle
on its records? Do you have staff members who
are working remotely and don’t know what to do
with their records? In this webinar, Tyler Stump,
an archivist with the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission, will review what records
the Commonwealth allows townships to store
electronically and make suggestions as to what
sorts of records should (and should not) be

created and stored electronically. He will also
review the Commonwealth’s PDF/A policy,
which governs the electronic storage of
permanent records, and address the impact of
employees working from home on municipal
records retention. Click here to register.
Webinar - Innovation For Emergency
Geohazard Mitigation - 8/26/20
In Pennsylvania, Township Managers and
Maintenance Professionals are increasingly
faced with emergency geohazard (landslides,
rockfalls, sinkholes, mine subsidence) events
that impact critical infrastructure and local
transportation networks. As the number of
geohazard impacts continue to go up, funding is
often being reduced, so innovative solutions and
contracting are needed. This webinar,
presented by Chris Ruppen, P.G., Energy
Services Director with GeoStabilization
International, will discuss innovative stabilization
tools available, the role of preventative
maintenance and the importance of a safe and
timely response. Several recent case studies
will be presented that depict stabilization of local
roads that were impacted by geohazards. Click
here to register.

Latest News

The August issue of the Township News
Explores Insurance Topics Digital Version is
Now Available
Townships are vulnerable to lawsuits and claims
from property damage, injuries, and decisions
made by local officials. This month's issue of the
magazine explores how good insurance and
robust risk management practices help to keep
townships out of trouble. Articles look at
property and casualty insurance, personal
liability and errors and omissions coverage, and
the ABC’s of purchasing insurance. Subscribers
to the News can access their digital copy by
signing in to https://connect.psats.org and
clicking on the "Your Monthly Magazine Just
Went Digital" box. Not yet a subscriber? You
can check out the free cover article here and
learn how to subscribe to the News here.
Daily PA COVID-19 Cases Start to Decrease
The statewide COVID case total now stands at 113,590. New per-day positive COVID-19
cases in Pennsylvania saw a decrease this week. Read full story.
Commonwealth Removes Wyoming from Quarantine Advisory
The commonwealth has removed Wyoming from the list of states that Pennsylvania
residents are urged to quarantine for 14 days upon their return. To view the advisory and
the current list of states on the advisory, click here.
DGS Cancels August 11 Vehicle Auction
The state Department of General Services has announced that its August 11 vehicle
auction will not be held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It had been scheduled to take
place at Manheim Keystone Pennsylvania. The next vehicle auction is scheduled to take
place on October 13, 2020.
COVID-19 Grant Deadline for Fire and EMS is Friday
The Office of State Fire Commissioner is accepting applications for grants under Act 26 of
2020, which provides COVID-19 grants for fire and EMS. Applications are due August 7,
2020. Read full story.
DCNR Accepting Applications for ATV and Snowmobile Trail Projects
The state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources is now accepting
applications for projects proposing land acquisition, planning, development, maintenance,
equipment purchase, or educational programs for all-terrain vehicle or snowmobile trails

and facilities. Applications are due September 30 and must be submitted electronically.
Read full story.
Commonwealth Will Pay Postage for Mail-in, Absentee Ballots
The commonwealth will pay postage so that all eligible voters can return their mail-in and
absentee ballots at no cost to the voter for the 2020 general election. The goal is to make
voting as accessible as possible. Voters who prefer to vote in person will be able to do so
on election day, November 3, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Click here for more.
Looking for the Latest Issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin? Click here.
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