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July 29, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Latest News
Federal HEALS Bill Unveiled in U.S. Senate; Negotiations Begin
The U.S. Senate has unveiled a $1 trillion coronavirus stimulus package that includes
another round of direct payments to Americans, similar to the CARES Act, and $200 per
week in supplemental unemployment insurance. It does not include any new funds for local
government. Read full story.
Skilled Nursing Facilities Complete Universal Testing
The state Department of Health has announced that all 693 nursing homes in
Pennsylvania have completed testing of all residents and staff for COVID-19 at least once,
in accordance with the commonwealth’s universal testing order. Read full story.
Auditor General to Review COVID-19 Data Reporting, Monitoring
Pennsylvania Auditor General Eugene DePasquale is partnering with Delaware, Florida,
Mississippi, and Ohio to examine how COVID-19 data has been tracked and reported.
Read full story.

Don’t Open Seeds from China, Warns Agriculture Departments
The US and state Department of Agriculture are warning consumers to report unordered
and mislabeled seeds shipped from China. The packages, confirmed in all 4 corners of
PA, may be labeled as jewelry and may contain plant diseases or invasive
plants.Consumers are asked to retain the seeds and packaging. If opened, double bag and
seal the seeds. Do not plant them or discard loose seeds. Report the package to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s confidential Antismuggling Hotline, 800-877-3835
or email SITC.Mail@aphis.usda.gov. The U.S. Department of Agriculture will provide
further instructions.
How Local Tax Collection is Impacted by Business Shutdown
The Chester County COVID-19 Business Task Force continues its series of free webinars
on Thursday July 30th, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. This week’s webinar addresses how the
business shutdown in Pennsylvania impacts tax collection across municipalities. To learn
more, click here.
McNees Hosts Municipal Leader Roundtable
McNees is hosting a Municipal Leader Roundtable to discuss ideas about how
governments can help businesses and communities reopen, rebuild and re-energize. The
free webinar is on Tuesday, August 4 from 11:00 a.m. to noon. To learn more, click here.
PSATS Looking for Photos of Township
"Everyday Heroes"
Attention, township officials! PSATS wants
photos of your "Everyday Heroes" for its 2021
calendar! Read more for details.

Learn

Suburban Homestead: Best Practices And
Management - Virtual - 7/30/20
During this session, township officials will get
some insight into residential agricultural land
uses and how best to manage them. Uses
include the keeping of bees and chickens,
composting, and gardening. The panel will
include bee and poultry experts to help
attendees gain a greater of understanding of
these practices while learning how they fit within
residential zones and how to regulate/manage
them. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Planning/Zoning
Point. Eligible for 1 CLE Credit. Click here to
register.
Addressing The Unaddressable - How To
Resolve Difficult Parcels - Virtual - 7/30/20
Participants will learn the tips & tricks of
assigning addresses to the seemingly
unaddressable parcels--landlocked, vacant,
those with no room in the numbering sequence,
and the like. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public Safety
Point. Click here to register.

PSATS Summer/Fall 2020 QuickBooks
Series
These virtual QuickBooks sessions are a great
opportunity to learn about specific ways to use
QuickBooks to bring greater efficiency and
value to your township. From using QuickBooks
for budgeting and meeting reports to preparing
for the township audit or year-end reporting,
these classes will cover a wide variety of
important QuickBooks functions.
•
•

•
•

July 30 – “QuickBooks Q&A”
August 27 – “How to Use Customers
and Classes for Grants and
Reimburseables”
September 24 – “Budgets and
QuickBooks”
October 29 – “Using QuickBooks for

•
•

Meeting and Year-End Reports”
November 19 – “Getting Ready for the
Township Audit”
December 17 – “Year-End Employee
Functions”

Click here for more information and to register.
Webinar - Don't Wait: How To Prepare Now
For The Next Crisis - 8/5/20
The best way to handle a crisis is to prevent it.
The second best way is to be prepared for it.
Having a crisis plan in place before a crisis
happens is key to getting your township on the
road to recovery. Attend this session led by an
accredited public relations counselor to learn:
the stages of a crisis; how to go about creating
a crisis plan; must-have content for your crisis
plan; and best practices for effective
communication during a crisis. Qualifies for 1
PMGA Public Safety Point. Click here to
register.
Flagger Training - 8/12/20 - Huntingdon
County
This instructor-led flagger training will be
conducted for individuals who have flagging
responsibilities on ANY ROAD OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. Others who would benefit from this
course include: utility companies working on low
volume roads, law enforcement personnel,
municipal managers and elected officials (to
understand the importance, and for budgeting
purposes). This in-person training is eligible for
2 PMGA Public Works points. Click here to
register.

Webinar - How To Manage Utilities In ROWs
In 2020 - 8/12/20
Numerous companies have facilities or wish to
install new facilities in the narrow ribbon of real
estate known as the public rights-of-way. Yet,
townships are charged with the task of
managing these facilities to protect public
safety. This webinar will review how to balance
those competing interests, including by covering
three major legal rulings that have
fundamentally altered the ability of townships to
perform this task--the 2019 PA Supreme Court
decision in City of Lancaster v. PUC, the 2019
FCC Cable Franchise Order, and the 2018 FCC
Wireless Order. Qualifies for 1 PMGA
Planning/Zoning Point. Eligible for 1 CLE Credit.
Click here to register.
Transparency & Communication In Local
Government - Virtual - 8/12/20
Local governments are tasked with delivering a
wide breadth of services, such as public works,
zoning, solid waste, recycling, etc., to our
communities. It is no longer "good enough" to
simply deliver these services; local governments
must be customer service-oriented, transparent
and actively communicate. This workshop will
review various ways in which local governments
can communicate, using various media, all the
while incorporating ans emphasis on increased
transparency into the process. Qualifies for 1
PMGA Administration Point. Click here to
register.
Webinar - Innovation For Emergency
Geohazard Mitigation - 8/26/20
In Pennsylvania, Township Managers and
Maintenance Professionals are increasingly
faced with emergency geohazard (landslides,
rockfalls, sinkholes, mine subsidence) events
that impact critical infrastructure and local
transportation networks. As the number of
geohazard impacts continue to go up, funding is
often being reduced, so innovative solutions and
contracting are needed. This webinar,

presented by Chris Ruppen, P.G., Energy
Services Director with GeoStabilization
International, will discuss innovative stabilization
tools available, the role of preventative
maintenance and the importance of a safe and
timely response. Several recent case studies
will be presented that depict stabilization of local
roads that were impacted by geohazards.
Qualifies for 1.0 PMGA Public Works Points.
Click here to register.
Developing Your Township Budget - 8/26/20
- Crawford Co.
This class will provide proven and effective
methods and techniques to help new and
veteran township supervisors, secretaries,
treasurers, managers, road masters and public
works officials develop budgets that work. This
course is eligible for 2.5 PMGA Administration
Points. Click here to register.
So Where Is The Ambulance? - Virtual 8/26/20
This session will focus on the future of
ambulance service and why all levels of
government need to be concerned. Topics will
include the EMS business model, current
funding mechanisms, and short- and long-term
solutions. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public Safety
Point. Click here to register.

For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.
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