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July 15, 2020
Welcome to the PSATS Morning News.
Missed yesterday's PSATS Morning News? No problem! A PSATS Morning News Library
is available online for your viewing pleasure!
We’re excited about this new concept and want to hear what you think. Email comments
and suggestions to morningnews@psats.org.

Pennsylvania Township News magazine: Online Edition
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Haven't read this month's Pennsylvania Township News magazine? View the Online
edition now! Two versions of Pennsylvania’s best local government magazine for the price
of one. Available for current Township News magazine subscribers.

Latest News
Today is Tax Day 2020
Local, state, and federal filings for 2019 are due today.
Wolf Signs Police Reforms into Law Gov.
Tom Wolf signed two new acts that implement law enforcement reforms. PSATS supported
these reforms, which passed unanimously in the House and the Senate. Read full story.
Wolf Vetoes Resolution to Terminate Emergency Declaration
Gov. Tom Wolf has vetoed concurrent House Resolution 836, which would have ended his
emergency declaration. Read full story.
New State Tax Credit Benefits Beginning Farmers
The state Department of Agriculture has announced the availability of a new Pennsylvania
program to provide Beginning Farmer Tax Credits over the next decade for those who sell
or rent agricultural land, livestock, equipment, buildings, or other assets to qualified
beginning farmers. A total of $5 million will be available in 2020, and $6 million annually
through 2030. Read full story.

Reminder: Erie Regional Forum
Happening Soon! Get Registered.
Township supervisors and administrators
in Erie and surrounding counties should
be sure to register for the PSATS
Regional Forum in Erie July 29 and 30
and take advantage of this incredible
learning and networking opportunity close
to home. This “mini conference” is
designed for you to learn more about
issues that matter to your community and
discuss common interests with other local
leaders. Each forum features general
sessions, workshops, networking, and the
opportunity to earn PSATS Municipal
Government Academy and other
professional credits. We hope to see you
in Erie or at another PSATS Regional
Forum location! To learn more about the

Regional Forums, visit our PSATS
Regional Forum page or call the
Association at (717) 763-0930, ext 171.
Note: The Regional Forums will be some
of our first in-person classes since the
COVID-19 pandemic began so PSATS,
along with the location venues, will be
sure to meet state and federal guidelines
for social distancing and other safety
measures.
PSATS Looking for Photos of Township
"Everyday Heroes"
Attention, township officials! PSATS wants
photos of your "Everyday Heroes" for its
2021 calendar!
Read more for details.

Legislation & Policy

In Harrisburg, The Senate will convene for voting session today, July 15th at 11:00 a.m.
The House will convene for non-voting session at 1:00 p.m. Watch session live here.
PSATS Participates in Senate Local Government Committee Hearing
On July 14th, PSATS participated in a hearing of the Senate Local Government Committee
on HB 1563. This legislation would amend the Municipal Authorities Act to allow owners of
multiple rental properties served by a single meter to request a rate study and subsequent
adjustment of water and sewer rates. PSATS expressed concerns that this bill would

create preferential treatment for one class of property owner at a cost to the system, while
bringing an authority’s compliance with the “reasonable and uniform” rates of Section
5607(d)(9) of the Municipal Authorities Act into question. Click here to read a copy of the
full comments.
First Responder Legislation Approved
On July 14th, the Senate unanimously passed, and the House unanimously concurred on
Senate amendments to approve HB 1459. This legislation would create the Statewide
Critical Incident Stress Management Program, a statewide program to assist first
responders with managing stress and preventing stress related illness. It should be noted
that HB 1459 would fulfill a recommendation of the SR 6 commission report. HB 1459 is a
recommendation of the SR 6 report and will be presented to the Governor for his signature.
House Approves Constitutional Amendment
On July 14th, the House passed SB 1166 which would amend the Pennsylvania
Constitution by requiring the passage of a concurrent resolution by the General Assembly
for the Governor to extend an emergency declaration beyond 30 days. SB 1166 would also
add a section to the constitution against denial or abridgment of equality of rights because
of the race or ethnicity of the individual. SB 1166 is now before the Senate on concurrence
of House amendments. Constitutional amendment bills are not submitted to the Governor
for signature or veto. Note: Amendments to the constitution must pass the General
Assembly in two consecutive legislative sessions and be approved by the voters in a
statewide ballot question.
Governor Signs Acts into Law:
Creation of redevelopment authorities
Act 58 of 2020 (formerly HB 1860) amends the Urban Redevelopment Authority Act (Act
385 of 1945) to provide all municipalities with the ability to create a redevelopment
authority. Signed: July 14, 2020. Effective: September 12, 2020.
Tax exemption incentive program
Act 61 of 2020 (formerly SB 352) creates the Tax Exemption and Mixed-Use Incentive
Program to authorize municipalities to provide for tax exemption incentives for certain
deteriorated industrial, commercial, business, and residential property. Also applies to new
construction in deteriorated areas of communities. Signed: July 14, 2020. Effective:
September 12, 2020.

Learn
Protect Your Assets: Best Practices In
Cash Management - Virtual - 7/16/20
This session will outline how to effectively

manage cash and investments for your
Township. Join Paul Robinson and Matt
Conlin from PLGIT to review permitted
investments and tips on creating an
investment policy. They also will review
best practices for striving to protect vital
information related to township funds, as
well as ways to seek to minimize fraud
and the risk of cyber-crime. Qualifies for 1
PMGA Administration Point. Click here to
register.

Trust The Process: Land Development
And Best Practices - Virtual - 7/16/20
This workshop will address hot topics in
subdivision and land development with an
emphasis on practical solutions to
problem situations. The presenters will
explore the relationship between the
Municipalities Planning Code and local
ordinances by focusing on processing
land development applications,
overseeing the development, handling
dedication, and tackling stormwater
management issues. Qualifies for 1
PMGA Planning/Zoning Point. Eligible for
1 CLE Credit. Click here to register.
Webinar - RoadResource.Org - Get The
Most Out Of It For Township Roads 7/22/20
In this webinar, presented by Corinne
Chalovich of Russell Standard
Corporation, learn how to maximize the
value of RoadResource.org, including by
building your own road network, using the
pavement life cost calculator, planning for
future repairs and replacement, and using
other tools in the RoadResource.org
toolbox. Corinne will also be discussing
what road treatments you can still perform
this year to save your roads and stretch
your budgets. Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public
Works Point. Click here to register.
PSATS' Regional Forum - Erie County -

7/29-30/20
Learn more about issues that matter to
your community. Attend general session
as well as workshop sessions. Earn
PMGA and other professional credits for
workshop attendance, and discuss
common interests with other local leaders.
Click here to register.

Webinar - Creating An Affordable
Retirement Plan - 7/29/20 (MEMBERS
ONLY)
The Trustees Insurance Fund, through
PSATS, is offering a webinar to provide an
introduction to our 457 Plan and help your
township officials determine if this is a
valuable benefit to offer to the employees.
This benefit can be offered to both fulltime and part-time employees for a
nominal annual administrative fee. The
Plan can be set-up for “employee-only”
contributions and includes a Roth feature
that allows for post-tax contributions.
Participants can choose either the Roth or
traditional “pre-tax” option – or use a
combination of the two. Also, participants
in the plan can choose from a wide variety
of investment options and enjoy the
flexibility of managing their own retirement
account. Township officials can offer this
Plan as an “employee-only” contribution
and pass the low annual administrative
fee costs on to the employees, making the
plan a “no-cost” retirement benefit for your
township. Click here to register.
Understanding Your Community's
Stormwater Obligations - Virtual 7/29/20
This program, designed specifically for
newly elected township officials, will cover
the basics of municipal stormwater
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management. Topics covered will be
helpful to communities with and without
municipal separate storm sewer systems
(MS4s). And don't worry if you don't know
what an MS4 is...you will by the time you
leave! Qualifies for 1 PMGA Public Works
Point. Click here to register.

For full list of webinars and classes please visit https://learn.psats.org.

Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors
4855 Woodland Drive
Enola, PA 17025
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